Journal of Archaeological Research and Studies
Vol. 17 (September 2025)

A\ PN
4 &S

oy W) L olly Syl

(2025 i) 2o pll sl
MINIA UNIVERSITY

pm il (Srcaall S (o 5Ll ghl) LBl

The Linguistic Contexts of Loss in Ancient Egyptian Thought

coign Aadl s ) jlia /2
paa ¢ sgtad Aaala i) S A paal) U e
manar.bahnasy@art.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract:

The Ancient Egyptian language abounds with
numerous lexemes denoting the concept of
loss; these terms are diverse and correspond to
different notions of loss, ranging from
material loss, such as the loss of money or
property (whether Egyptian or foreign), to
personal loss, for example, the loss of men or
troops. This study aims to identify the various
lexemes and contexts through which ancient
Egyptians expressed loss, whether by denying
it or affirming it. The analysis demonstrates
the ancient Egyptian’s skillful use of semantic
resources appropriate to the topic of loss,
whether through general terms or specific
determinatives. In the texts examined, the
ancient Egyptians consistently denied the
occurrence of losses among their own forces,
insisting on the safe return of their troops
without any casualties. Conversely, they
affirmed losses suffered by the enemy,
whether of property or personnel. This pattern
reflects the ancient Egyptian character: an
aversion to and rejection of the fate of loss,
and a tendency to deny defeat while affirming
victory. It is a reaction consistent with
universal human tendencies to repudiate loss
and uphold triumph.
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