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The Cairo Geniza Documents: A Source for studying Egytian
Textile and clothing trade in the Dahlak Archipelago
(5"-6" Centuries AH / 11"-12" Centuries AD)

Dr. Batal Shaban Mohamed Gheriany

» Abstract

The Geniza documents found in the Ben Ezra SynagogGairo
reveal the pivotal role of the Dahlak Archipelags a vital
commercial hub in the trade of Egyptian textiled alothing during
the 5th and 6th centuries AH / 11th and 12th cesdu€CE. Egypt
exported its famous textile and clothing produoté&\tien and India.
Since Dahlak was an important station on the tradg¢e between
Egypt and India, and given its pressing need failés and clothing
due to its inability to produce textile raw matésjathis important
commodity was sold in Dahlak, where it fetched hpgybfits. This
encouraged merchants to sell there, as Dahlak wasnerely a
consumer market for these products but also aairtransit point on
the maritime trade route between Egypt and theam@cean. From
Dahlak, fine Egyptian textiles were transportedthe cities and
sultanates of East Africa. The Geniza documentsigeodetailed
information about the types of Egyptian textilesl @fothing sold in
Dahlak, their prices, and the merchant networkaisle merchants,
including The Krimi Merchants and others, often played a
prominent role in these transactions. Dahlak tbusiéd an essential
link in the vast maritime trade network that spahrbke Indian
Ocean.

Keywords: Dahlak Archipelago; Egyptian Textiles and Clothing
Trade; Geniza Documents
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