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Magical Realism in Character Construction in
Wamitila's Bina-Adamu

Mustafa Mohsen
Prof. Dr. Nagwa Omar Prof. Dr. Ali Alibboudy

* Abstract

Magical realism is a literary mode that emerged himit
postcolonial contexts, and is employed as an @rtisbl to reveal
the contradictions of reality by naturally integngt supernatural
elements into the fabric of everyday life in litgravorks. This
narrative strategy transcends the conventional dauies between
the real and the imaginary, offering alternativerspectives on
reality. It enables a deeper understanding of ppwestory, and
collective consciousness, while also providing nralged
communities with a means to express their expegimt their own
language and cultural framework. In the noBala-Adamuby the
Kenyan writer Kyallo Wamitila, magical realism isad to construct
a literary world that reflects the inner conflict the African
individual—torn between identity and belonging amechand, and
the forces of modernity and globalization on thieeot The novel is
distinguished by its use of magical realism to €helparacters with
psychological and symbolic depth, embodying thesitam between
African traditions and contemporary realities. Tugb the blending
of the real with the mythical, this tension is reretl tangible. This
study examines how these characters are construatbédh the
framework of magical realism and explores the oiléhis narrative
mode in articulating the complexity of identity anthe
transformations associated with the postcoloniatdmn.

Keywords: Magical Realism, Kyalo Wamitila, Characters, Bina-
Adamu Symbolism
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' H.P. Suma, “Magical Realism: Fascinating World ofolzing Imagery,
" International Journal of Creative Research Thoudht$i0. 4 (2018):
381, accessed June 23, 20dp://www.ijcrt.org

2 Amir Rajabi, Mohammad Azizi, and Mahdi Akbari, “Miagl Realism: The
Magic of Realism,’Rupkatha Journal on Interdisciplinary Studies in
Humanitiesl2, no. 5 (2020),
https://dx.doi.org/10.21659/rupkatha.v12n2.18

3 Brenda Coopemagical Realism in West African Fiction: Seeinghwit
Third Eye(New York: Routledge, 2004), 15-16.
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! Lois Parkinson Zamora and Wendy B. Faris, MagiRehlism: Theory,
History, Community (Durham: Duke University Pre$895), P.2.

2 Christopher Warnes, Magical Realism and the Ptst@l Novel: Between
Faith and Irreverence (London: Palgrave Macmill009), PP.2-5, 102—
105.

? Stephen Slemon, “Magic Realism as Postcolonial @ise,” Canadian
Literature, no. 116 (1988): PP.11-20.

*Wendy B. Faris, Ordinary Enchantments: Magical Real and the
Remystification of Narrative (Nashville: Vanderbiliniversity Press,
2004), P.79.
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