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« Abstract

In Zambia, tribal identities significantly influeacthe social,
political, and cultural landscape. The press playxitical role in
shaping public perceptions of these identitieshegitreinforcing
entrenched stereotypes or challenging them. Thempaxamines
how three online newspapers-the private newspiperMastthe
government-controlledambia Daily Mail<and the privat&ambia
Observer frame tribal identities in their coverage of t2626
elections. By conducting a contextual analysis elécted articles,
this study uncovers the nuanced ways in which mediaatives
contribute to social cohesion or fragmentationmately informing
broader discussions on national unity and inteniettelations.
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e Introduction

Tribal identities in Zambia have long been a souwtdoth
pride and division (Chanda, 2018). As the countryigetes its
post-colonial identity, the role of the press asadniter of public
discourse becomes increasingly salient (Mumba, R0ORO a
multi-ethnic society like Zambia, media represaote can either
reinforce existing stereotypes or foster understgndamong
diverse groups (Kanyongolo, 2019). This paper se¢elexplore
how various newspapers construct narratives arotmizhl
identities, particularly in the context of the 202&ctions. By
analyzing articles frornthe MastZambia Daily Mai] andZambia
Observer this study will illustrate how media represerdaas can
influence inter-ethnic relations and contribute dibher social
fragmentation or cohesion.

Significance of the Paper

This paper is significant in its exploration of thede of media
in shaping public discourse around tribal idengitie Zambia, a
country with a complex ethnic landscape and a histd ethnic
divisions heightened by colonial policies. Tribdkentities have
long been both a source of pride and a cause @idkivin Zambia
(Chanda, 2018), and the media plays a pivotal rolesither
reinforcing or challenging these identities. As Xamnnavigates
its post-colonial identity, understanding the dymamof how
tribal affiliations are represented in the mediadsees crucial to
understanding broader societal issues of nation&y and inter-
ethnic relations.

In a multi-ethnic society like Zambia, media re@mstions can
either perpetuate harmful stereotypes or foster atgre
understanding and cohesion between different etlynaups
(Kanyongolo, 2019). The significance of this stlidg in its focus
on how three major newspapers—the prividte Mast the
government-controlledambia Daily Mail and the
privateZambia Observerframe tribal identities, particularly in
the context of the upcoming 2026 elections. By examgi the
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ways in which these media outlets construct namatiabout
ethnic groups, the paper sheds light on how suplesentations
can influence political discourse, social cohesiand ethnic
relations.

Given Zambia's history of ethnic tension and thesigent
challenge of achieving true national unity (Mumga20), this
paper’'s analysis offers insights into the mediate rin either
reinforcing or mitigating social fragmentation. Highlights the
broader implications of media narratives on the glgrm
prospects for national integration, making it ansesdial
contribution to the fields of media studies, angulogy, and post-
colonial studies. Furthermore, it provides valualnisights for
policymakers, media practitioners, and civil societganizations
striving to promote inter-ethnic understanding astdengthen
national unity in post-colonial Zambia.

Literature Review

Tribal identities in Zambia have been a longstagdand
complex feature of the country's socio-politicalndacape.
According to Chanda (2018), these identities haenlze source
of both pride and division, with ethnic groupingsa influencing
political alliances and social structures. The éygaf colonialism,
which entrenched ethnic divisions through policigsch as
indirect rule, continues to shape contemporaryessof national
identity and social cohesion in Zambia (Mumba, 2028s
Zambia navigates its post-colonial identity, thie raf the press in
shaping public discourse around these tribal itiesthas become
a critical area of study.

The media, as a powerful social institution, playsivotal role
in framing how tribal identities are understood aepresented to
the public. Kanyongolo (2019) emphasizes that irtirethnic
societies like Zambia, media outlets can eithernfoece
stereotypes or help bridge the gap between difteegthnic
communities. Given the pluralistic nature of Zanwiaociety,
where ethnic and regional identities are stronghgresmched,
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media narratives hold considerable influence in hegit
perpetuating or challenging these divisions. Murf#f®0) argues
that the press, by either accentuating ethnic miffees or
promoting unity, can serve as an important vehide either
social fragmentation or cohesion.

This paper builds on these perspectives by exmgohow
newspapers such ase MastZambia Daily Mail] andZambia
Observerframe tribal identities, particularly in the leag-to the
2026 elections. Through a content analysis of sedearticles, the
study will examine how these media outlets shap®lipu
perceptions of ethnicity and its role in the pohli process. By
doing so, it aims to contribute to the broader @igsse on the
influence of media in fostering either divisionwority in Zambia's
increasingly pluralistic society.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework for this study draws fronedia
studies and social identity theory. Media studieypleasize the
power of the press to shape public perceptionsl,(Ha97), while
social identity theory posits that individuals deria sense of self
from their group memberships (Tajfel & Turner, 198@his
intersection suggests that media representatiomsigaificantly
impact how tribal identities are perceived and @ctgon in
society. This framework will guide the analysishafw different
newspapers engage with tribal identities and thdiaations for
social unity in Zambia.

Journalistic Representation of Tribal Identities

Journalistic representation refers to the way mealidlets
portray various social groups, events, and issaggyificantly
influencing public perception and understanding Mail, 2010).
In the context of Zambia, where tribal identitiese adeeply
embedded in the social fabric, the representatidinese identities
by the press can have profound implications foiomal cohesion
and inter-ethnic relations.
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Framing Techniques

Media outlets employ specific framing techniquesttltan
either elevate or undermine tribal identities. Fastance, the
framing of tribal groups in the context of the 2026ctions may
reflect either a narrative of unity or division,pg#smding on how
the stories are constructed. Research shows thmaes$réocusing
on collaboration and shared goals tend to fostesitige inter-
group relations, while frames highlighting conflaat competition
can exacerbate divisions (Entman, 1993).

1.Inclusive Narratives: The Mastexemplifies the use of
inclusive narratives, focusing on the contributioob
various tribal leaders to national discourse. By
highlighting stories of collaboration across tribaks, this
newspaper promotes the idea that diversity is antder
national development (Sakala, 2021). Such narmitbasn
encourage mutual understanding and foster a sehse o
belonging among different ethnic groups.

2. Official Narratives: In contrastZambia Daily Maibften
reflects official government narratives that may
inadvertently reinforce stereotypes about trib@niaties.
For instance, portraying tribal groups as needing
government support can frame them as dependenthwhi
diminishes their agency and contributions to sgciet
(Phiri, 2022). This kind of representation can teen “us
versus them” mentality, potentially deepening emgst
divisions.

3. Critical Perspectives Zambia Observeoffers critical
perspectives that challenge mainstream narratike@snd
tribal politics. By addressing the complexities and
contradictions within tribal identities, this putdition
encourages readers to think critically about thie af
tribalism in politics. Such narratives can help aestruct
harmful stereotypes and promote dialogue around
reconciliation and unity (Mwansa, 2023).
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The Impact of Representation on Social Cohesion

The representation of tribal identities in Zambis@wspapers
thus plays a pivotal role in shaping public atteadtoward
diversity. Positive representations that highligimter-tribal
cooperation can cultivate a more inclusive natiodahtity, while
negative representations can reinforce prejudiced social
fragmentation. As media are powerful actors in si@social
narratives, their responsibility in crafting thodfyth and accurate
representations is crucial for promoting sociahiamy.

Methods

This study employs contextual analysis to examiheee
articles related to Zambian 2026 elections from #edected
newspapers. The articles were chosen based onréh@hance to
tribal identity and election discourse. Each agtwill be analyzed
for themes related to representation, framing, taedoortrayal of
tribal identities. This method allows for a nuaneeaierstanding
of how different newspapers influence public petmgpthrough
their narratives.

Selected Newspapers and Articles

1. The Mast Known for its critical stance on government
policies,The  Masbften emphasizes issues of
accountability and inclusivity (Sakala, 2021). Arice
titled "There may be General Elections in 2026; but they
will be sham, fake elections" who has exploredmieglia's
iImpact on social cohesion and ethnic identitieganous
contexts, including Zambi@hibba, 2015).

2. Zambia Daily Mail : As a government newspapg£ambia
Daily Mail often reflects official narratives. The article
"Zambians don’'t want Lungu’s thuggery" highlights
government efforts to promote national cohesiom,naay
also reinforce certain stereotypes about tribahtities
(Phiri, 2022).
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3. Zambia Observer. This private newspaper offers a more
independent perspective. The article "Declaring me
ineligible for 2026 elections will affect my poltl career
— Lungu" critically addresses the challenges obatri
politics (Mwansa, 2023).

Methods:

1.Research Design This study employs a qualitative
approach, utilizing contextual analysis from thieeses,
which are the Zambia Observer Newspaper, Zambily Dai
Mail and the Mastto examine the portrayal of triba
identities in Zambia. Qualitative contextual anays
allows for an examination of newspaper texts to
identify press framing and biasrelated to tribal
representation.

2. Sampling Strategy A purposive sampling method will be
used to select the three newspapers. Selectiariarwill
ensure representation of articles from both privated
government outlets.

3.Data Collection Newspaper content related to tribal
identities impact on 2026 elections will be colegtbver a
specified period, which is September and Octob&420
ensuring a comprehensive sample that captures both
routine and event-driven coverage. Articles froriren
content  will be archived and organized
for contextual analysis.

4. Interpretative frameworks will be applied to Baa how
different press narratives influence public permes of
tribal identities and inter-ethnic relations.

5. Limitations : Limitations of the study may include inherent
biases in journalistic representation, challenges i
generalizing findings beyond the specific context o
Zambia, and the dynamic nature of newspaper content

which may evolve over time.
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By employing this methodological framework, thisdstiaims
to provide insights into how journalistic repressditn perpetuates
or challenges tribal stereotypes in Zambia, andarifdications for
fostering inter-ethnic understanding and natiowdlesion.

- Contextual analysis:
- The Zambia Observer on October 1, 2024.

- Title of the article: Declaring me ineligible for 2026 elections
will affect my political career — Lungu

- Contextual Analysis of Press Influence on Percejpins of
Political Legitimacy and Tribal Diversity in Zambia:

The article concerning former Zambian President &dg
Lungu’s statements about his eligibility for the2BOelections
serves as a crucial lens through which to exanaenewspaper's
role in shaping public perceptions of political itegacy, tribal
identity, and electoral processes in Zambia. Lunglaims of bias
within the judiciary and his assertions regardimg tpolitical
implications of his eligibility reveal broader thesithat reflect the
current socio-political climate, particularly redarg the
intersection of tribalism and governance.

1. Press Framing of Political Legitimacy

Lungu's argument hinges on the notion that dedahim
ineligible would not only affect his political canebut also benefit
President Hakainde Hichilema. This framing possiothe
judiciary’s decisions within a political power stygle, suggesting
that the outcomes are not merely legalistic bupbleembedded
in the political context. Newspapernarratives thaghlight this
conflict can contribute to a perception that poétilegitimacy in
Zambia is contingent upon tribal loyalty and altas, influencing
how citizens perceive the integrity of electoralgasses.

The newspaper’'s portrayal of Lungu as a victim dbiased
judiciary feeds into a narrative of political pezagon, potentially
galvanizing support among his base. This reinforteisal
identities, as Lungu is often associated with tlad¢ri€tic Front
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(PF), a party that has significant backing from csfe tribal

groups, namely the Bemba and Chewas/Nsengas. Suctives
can deepen existing divides, framing political ofipon as a
tribal conflict rather than a contest of ideas oliges.

2. Perceptions of Bias and Judicial Integrity

Lungu's allegations of bias among the ConstitutioGalrt
judges—specifically targeting judges with perceiweilal ties to
Hichilema—nhighlight a critical concern regarding dicial
impartiality. It is noted that Hichilema's UPND sipported by
Tonga. By questioning the integrity of the judiciabyungu taps
into a broader discourse about the role of ethniaitd personal
relationships in Zambian politics. If press outletsplify these
concerns, they can shape public perceptions ojuifieiary as a
tool for political manoeuvring rather than an indegdent arbiter
of law.

The implications of these narratives are significdincitizens
begin to perceive the judiciary as biased or pmlty motivated,
this could undermine public confidence in democratstitutions
and contribute to political apathy or unrest. Irc@untry with
diverse tribal affiliations, perceptions of injustican easily lead
to heightened tensions among different groups.

3. Tribal Allegiances and Political Identity

Lungu’s framing of his potential exclusion from tt2926
elections as advantageous to Hichilema suggestsroadér
narrative of tribal loyalty that resonates with matambians. By
asserting that Hichilema desires to eliminate hiramf the
political landscape, Lungu is positioning himsedfaadefender of
his constituency’s interests against a perceiviazhltadversary.
This taps into the historical context of Zambiarlitps, where
tribal identities have often played a pivotal rale electoral
outcomes.

The press's portrayal of this struggle can reirdotcibal
identities, making it essential for political leasi¢o navigate these
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dynamics carefully. The framing of political dispatas tribal
conflicts can exacerbate divisions and inhibit tmad-building
across ethnic lines, thereby complicating Zambdesnocratic
processes.

4. Implications for Future Elections and Governance

As Lungu’'s case unfolds, the press's treatment hedsd
allegations will be crucial in shaping public pegtiens of the
electoral landscape leading up to the 2026 elestid®@hould
the press emphasize narratives of bias and ingystitey may
influence public sentiment in favor of Lungu ande tiPF,
potentially mobilizing support based on sharedalridentity and
collective grievance.

Conversely, if the press frames the situation ascassary legal
process to uphold democratic principles, it couthfiorce the
legitimacy of the current administration and théigiary. This
dichotomy illustrates the press's power to shapkiqad realities,
impacting not just individual careers but the beradndscape of
Zambian democracy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the commentary by Edgar Lungu and th
subsequent press coverage exemplify the  critical le ro
that press plays in shaping public perceptions dfitipal
legitimacy and tribal diversity in Zambia. Throughaming,
narratives of bias, and discussions of  tribal
allegiance, newspaper narratives can significanilyfluence
political dynamics, reinforcing divisions or prornmg unity. As
Zambia approaches the 2026 elections, the interplay
between newspaper narratives, tribal identitiesd goolitical
legitimacy will be paramount in shaping the coutstigemocratic
future. Understanding this context is essential flmstering a
political discourse that transcends tribal affibats and promotes
inclusive governance.
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- The Mast on September 27, 2024

- Title of the article: There may be General Elections in 2026;
but they will be sham, fake elections- Azwell Banda

There may be General Elections in 2026; but they will be
sham, fake election, By Azwell Banda.

Contextual Analysis of Press Influence on Perceptis of
Tribal Diversity in Zambian Politics

In analyzing Azwell Banda's commentary on the Zambia
political landscape, particularly the upcoming 208&neral
Elections, it is essential to consider how pressatiaes shape
public perceptions of tribal diversity and politicegitimacy.
Banda's article presents a critical perspective oésient
Hakainde Hichilema and his party, the United P&styNational
Development (UPND), portraying them as corrupt,emdcratic,
and manipulative. This portrayal is indicative of a
broader press role in framing political discoursespecially
concerning tribal identity and regional politicéilzations.

1. Press Framing and Political Discourse

Banda employs a stark, confrontational tone thatsatm
delegitimize the UPND and its leadership. By usignis such as
“dictatorial,” “criminal,” and “puppets of foreigneconomic
powers,” he frames Hichilema’s government as fureiaally
untrustworthy. This kind of framing is significainta multi-ethnic
society like Zambia, where political loyalty ofteorrelates with
tribal identity. News paper narratives that empt@shegative
stereotypes or corruption within a particular poéit group can
exacerbate tribal divisions and foster an “usivent’” mentality. It
iIs noteworthy that the Tonga, which supports UPNidl fbeen
historically supported by the British colonialism.

2. Tribalism and Political Legitimacy

The reference to Zambia being divided along triim@s—-the
South West where there are Tonga and Loziand tbehN
East where there are Bemba and Mambwe"—suggests an
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entrenched perception that political allegiancefien dictated by
tribal identity. This division is critical to und&and as it plays
into how citizens perceive political parties. Barsda'sistence that
the UPND cannot win “in a violence-free, free, faand
transparent General Election” implies that tribiiliations might
not only influence voter behavior but also serveaalsasis for
contesting the legitimacy of electoral processes.

The press, by amplifying such narratives, can #glithese
tribal identities, leading to a situation whereipodl discourse is
inextricably linked to tribal loyalty rather thanolmxies or
governance effectiveness. This dynamic is dangeasug may
lead to further polarization in an already fragipmlitical
environment.

3. Impact of Past Elections on Current Perceptions

Banda references the “widespread voter apathy” gbdem
recent by-elections, highlighting a disillusionmentth the
political process. Such statements can affect péoe of
electoral participation among various tribal groujfs certain
tribes feel their voices are not adequately repteskor if they
perceive the electoral process as biased or cotuptcan lead to
increased disenfranchisement. Press narrativessifogguon the
failures of the UPND to deliver on its promises Icoexacerbate
this disenchantment, leading to lower turnout andgther
entrenching tribal divisions.

4. The Role of Transparency International Zambia (TI-2

The mention of TI-Z's statement serves to bolstendzés
arguments against the UPND by highlighting peragietectoral
malpractices. TI-Z's critique of the Electoral Comssion of
Zambia (ECZ) and its handling of the electoral pssceaises
guestions about governance and accountability. i€ section
of civil society commentary and press narrativesrigial. If civil
society organizations are portrayed in the pressesiible
watchdogs but are critiquing a ruling party pereéias favoring

% 22025552 (3) € — (3) 2 - (47) e
{




The Role of Press Representation in Shaping Tribal khtities in
Zambia

one tribal group, this can influence public sentinagainst that
party and further reinforce tribal divisions.

5. Future Implications for Tribal Diversity

Banda's assertion that failure to address the aigcto
manipulation could lead to civil unrest underscahesfragility of
Zambian democracy. If press narratives continuepamnt the
political landscape as fundamentally corrupt amblatistic, this
could incite further polarization and conflict. Thdiscourse
around the 2026 elections is not merely about governance; it is
about identity and belonging in a multi-tribal stat

- Zambia Daily Mail on September 24, 2024

- The title of the article: Zambians don’t want Lungu’s
thuggery, By LOGIC LUKWANDA Lusaka

- Contextual Analysis of the Commentary on Edgar Lung

The statements made by Thabo Kawana, the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of Information and Pressgarding
former President Edgar Lungu reflect broader theaigsolitical
legitimacy, public sentiment, and the role of presshaping these
dynamics in Zambia.

1. Framing of Political Figures

Kawana's remarks frame Lungu as a leader assocvaitbd
“thuggery,” positioning his administration as viaie and
undemocratic. This framing not only seeks to deiedze
Lungu's past leadership but also aims to reinféhee narrative
that the current government under President HakakHtidhilema
represents a return to democracy. By invoking imajesolence
and disorder, Kawana attempts to contrast the pusvregime's
alleged misconduct with the stability he claims thew Dawn
government has restored.

2. Public Sentiment and Political Legitimacy

The comment that "Zambians don’'t want Lungu’s thergt
serves to gauge public sentiment against the fopresident. It
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suggests a collective memory of Lungu's governance
characterized by violence and intimidation. Thistestent aligns
with the government's narrative that promotes Hiécha as a
symbol of democratic renewal and good governanbe. tse of
such strong language implies that the public'sctigie of Lungu

is not merely political but also moral, framing tbleoice as one
between democracy and dictatorship.

3. Political Engagement and Dialogue

Kawana dismisses Lungu's overtures to engage logiia with
Hichilema, framing it as hypocritical given Lungysst. This
dismissal serves to undermine any claims Lungu tnighke
about seeking to restore democracy or engage catisgly with
the current government. By portraying Lungu's adias self-
serving, the government reinforces the narratia thungu is not
a legitimate political actor.

4. Press’s Role in Shaping Narratives

The press serves as a platform for these narratamplifying
government perspectives while framing public digseuaround
Lungu's legacy. Kawana's comments, disseminated
through press channels, contribute to a broadeliqgopbrception
that actively shapes political legitimacy. The payal of Lungu
as a "thug" reflects how language can be usedesicaly to
influence public opinion and political outcomes.

5. Implications for Democratic Discourse

Kawana's comments reflect a polarized politicaliemment in
Zambia. By painting Lungu's past as a failure andtresting it
with the present government's achievements, theodise risks
entrenching divisions rather than fostering a aatsitve political
dialogue. This polarization could hinder the poirbr inclusive
governance and reconciliation, especially as thainty
approaches the 2026 elections.
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Conclusion

In summary, Thabo Kawana's remarks about Edgar d.ung
illustrate the significant role press narrativesayplin shaping
public perceptions of political legitimacy and deratic
discourse in Zambia. The framing of Lungu as adthserves to
reinforce the current government's narrative whismissing any
attempts at political engagement. This analysisetsubres the
importance of understanding how language and pnésgnce
public sentiment, potentially impacting the futusé Zambia's
democracy as it faces the challenges of the upapeiactions.

Analysis and Discussion of the three articles

In the contextual analysis, several key points geeregarding
the role of press in shaping public perceptions pofitical
legitimacy and tribal diversity in Zambia:

- Press Influence on Political Legitimacy and TribalDiversity
in Zambia

The commentaries by Edgar Lungu, Thabo Kawana awvieA
Banda highlight the critical role that press playshaping public
perceptions of political legitimacy and tribal disgy in Zambia.
Both pieces illustrate how press narratives camanfte political
dynamics, either reinforcing divisions or promotingnity,
especially as the nation approaches the pivotah 20tions. The
recent comments by Thabo Kawana, Permanent Seciatéine
Ministry of Information and Media, regarding formBresident
Edgar Lungu, underscore the significant role of firess in
shaping public perceptions of political figures anteir
legitimacy. Kawana’'s assertion that Zambians do m@nt
“Lungu’s thuggery" reflects a broader media naveatithat
critiques Lungu’s past governance, framing him dsaaer who
thrived on violence and intimidation. This charaz&ion not
only delegitimizes Lungu’s potential return to powaut also
influences public sentiment ahead of the 2026 ielest

Ay BY) il yall uu%
1




Doaa Darwish

Press Framing and Public Perception

The framing of political narratives significantlynpacts how
citizens perceive political figures and the legdoy of their
actions. Lungu’s claims of judicial bias and pakii persecution
resonate with his base, positioning him as a defed tribal
interests against perceived threats from the ctie@ministration.
Similarly, Banda'’s critique of President Hakaindeliiema and
the United Party for National Development (UPND)pérasizes
corruption and authoritarianism, appealing to Wwtéwustrations
and fears.

These narratives not only serve to polarize thetetate but
also shape the broader discourse around tribaltiicesn By
emphasizing tribal allegiances and grievances spreserage can
exacerbate existing divisions, making it difficdtir political
leaders to build coalitions across ethnic linese Titterplay of
these narratives underscores the importance of s pres
constructing a collective political identity, oftenoted in tribal
affiliations.

Narratives of Bias and Legitimacy

The three commentaries point to the narrativesiag that can
arise in political discourse. Lungu's allegationgaiast the
judiciary reflect a perception that the legal sgste influenced by
political interests, particularly those of HichilanmThis perception
can undermine public confidence in democratic tasans,
leading to increased political apathy or unrest. d@es article
similarly critiques the UPND’s governance, framimgas a
betrayal of democratic principles. The same appieKawana's
remarks frame Lungu as a leader associated witlgtiéry."

As these narratives circulate, they can signifigamnpact
public sentiment, potentially mobilizing support taungu and the
Patriotic Front (PF) or deepening disillusionmeithvihe current
administration. The newspapers' portrayal of thessions thus
plays a pivotal role in shaping electoral behavammd the
legitimacy of political actors.
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Implications for Democratic Processes

The implications of these narratives extend beymadvidual
political careers; they affect the overall health £ambia’s
democracy. The interplay between tribal identityd goolitical
legitimacy is critical for understanding the broad®aplications
for electoral processes. As press narratives engehdsibal
divisions, they can hinder efforts to foster a manelusive
political dialogue, which is essential for nationaity.

Moving forward, it is crucial for press outletsniavigate these
narratives thoughtfully. Fostering a political discse that
transcends tribal affiliations can promote inclesigovernance
and mitigate the risks of civil unrest. As Zambragmares for the
2026 elections, the responsibility lies with botkgs and political
leaders to engage in dialogues that prioritizeyuoner division.

Conclusion

Each newspaper presents a distinct framing ofltrdentities,
shaping public perception in varying ways:

* The Mastemphasizes a narrative of inclusivity and calls
for greater recognition of minority voices in thelipcal
landscape (Sakala, 2021). By showcasing diversaltrib
leaders, the article promotes the idea that tdbadrsity
can enhance national unity.

« Zambia Daily Mail, while highlighting government
initiatives to promote tribal unity, often inadvemtly
reinforces existing stereotypes. The portrayal rafat
groups as dependent on government interventiors risk
perpetuating a paternalistic view of tribal ideest
(Phiri, 2022).

« Zambia Observeradopts a critical stance, challenging
the status quo by addressing the divisive naturteilul
politics (Mwansa, 2023). The article suggests that
without meaningful reforms, tribal identities will
continue to be a source of conflict rather thartyuni
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Impact on Inter-Ethnic Relations

The representations found in these articles hagaifsiant
implications for inter-ethnic relations in Zambihe Mass
inclusive narrative could foster greater inter-afibnderstanding,
while Zambia Daily Mails reinforcement of stereotypes may
exacerbate division€ambia Observgrovides a critical
perspective that can stimulate public discoursethenneed for
reconciliation and reform.

It is noted that the commentary surrounding Edgandu’s
political ambitions exemplifies the crucial rolestpress plays in
shaping perceptions of tribal diversity and podtitegitimacy in
Zambia. By framing political narratives in ways tHaghlight
corruption and tribal identity, the media signifntly influences
public sentiment and electoral behavior. The inggrgoetween
tribal identity and political legitimacy poses dealges for
Zambia’s democratic processes, necessitating ctaacefforts to
foster inclusive dialogue that prioritizes nationahity over
division. As Zambia prepares for the 2026 electidrsth press
and political leaders must engage in dialogues ftiraimote
cohesion and understanding among its diverse tkiosgever,
Azwell Banda's article exemplifies the significanter the press
plays in shaping perceptions of tribal diversity Zambia. By
framing political narratives in a manner that engpbes
corruption and tribal identity, press can influepecilic sentiment
and electoral behavior. The interplay between kndantity and
political legitimacy is crucial in understanding ethbroader
implications for Zambia’s democratic processes. rkdding these
iIssues requires a concerted effort to foster a mocéusive
political dialogue that transcends tribal affil@is and promotes
national unity.

The press in Zambia plays a pivotal role in shapegceptions
of tribal identities, influencing social cohesiondainter-ethnic
relations. This analysis of articles frorhe MastZambia Daily
Mail, andZambia Observehighlights the complexity of media
narratives in the context of the 2026 elections. Zambia
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continues to grapple with its tribal identitiese ttesponsibility of
the press in fostering a culture of understanding imclusivity
becomes increasingly crucial. Future research shexplore the
long-term effects of these representations on nationity and
propose policies that promote responsible mediatioes in
addressing tribal diversity.

Overall, the analysis illustrates the intricate at@nship
between press narratives, tribal dynamics, andigalliegitimacy
in shaping the future of Zambian democracy.

In summary, the commentaries by Lungu and Banda eifgm
the profound influence of press on public perceyiof political
legitimacy and tribal diversity in Zambia. The frizug of political
narratives, the portrayal of bias, and the emphasistribal
identity collectively shape the electoral landscapéh significant
implications for Zambia’'s democratic future. Addsmg these
challenges requires a concerted effort to fosteremnoclusive
political dialogue that promotes national unity astdengthens
democratic processes. Understanding the complegrpiiaty
between these factors is essential for navigatirey upcoming
electoral cycle and ensuring a stable politicali@mment.

- Recommendations for Activating the Positive Rolef Media
Discourse in Reducing Tribal and Political Conflict and
Enhancing Social Solidarity

The media in Zambia plays a crucial role in shapmudplic
perceptions of tribal identities and political legiacy, with
significant implications for social cohesion and nberatic
processes. Given the challenges highlighted byatmadysis of
media narratives in the context of the 2026 elestidhere are
several key recommendations to activate the peasitde of
media discourse in reducing the intensity of trinatl political
conflict and, ultimately, enhancing social solidari

1.Promote Inclusive and Balanced Reportindviedia
outlets, such ashe Mast have demonstrated that
inclusive narratives can promote understanding and
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solidarity between ethnic groups. To reduce triaat
political divisions, the press should strive forldreced
reporting that portrays all ethnic groups fairlydan
emphasizes shared national values. Journalists and
editors must be trained to avoid reinforcing negmti
stereotypes or using divisive language that exatesb
tribal tensions. Encouraging the media to coveridew
range of political perspectives and voices fronfeddnt
ethnic groups can also help challenge biased mnasat
and foster a more inclusive public dialogue.

2. Encourage Critical Media EngagementAs exemplified
by Zambia Observercritical perspectives can play an
important role in promoting dialogue on reconcibat
and national unity. The press should continue tyigie
a platform for thoughtful, informed critiques of |gical
leadership and its impact on ethnic relations, evhil
advocating for reforms that promote social equity.
Encouraging investigative journalism that highlghhe
consequences of corruption, tribalism, and politica
favoritism can help keep political leaders accohlgta
and stimulate public discussions on the need fotyun
and transparency.

3. Strengthen Media Ethics and Responsible Journalism
Given the powerful influence the media holds oudnlfz
sentiment and electoral behavior, media institigion
should establish and enforce strong ethical gudslito
ensure responsible journalism. The media must avoid
sensationalizing political and tribal conflicts or
presenting one ethnic group as the "enemy" of amoth
By fostering responsible media practices, such as
ensuring factual accuracy and balanced coveragdiame
outlets can reduce the risk of inflaming divisiorsd
instead contribute to a more constructive discounse
national cohesion.
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4. Create Media Platforms for Cross-Cultural Dialogue
To actively promote inter-ethnic understanding, aed
platforms should facilitate discussions that biiogether
people from diverse ethnic backgrounds. For example
programs, talk shows, and panel discussions onigqubl
iIssues can feature voices from various tribes,ihglfo
bridge gaps in understanding and build empathy.
Collaborative storytelling initiatives, such as coumity-
based media projects or documentaries that highligh
positive inter-ethnic interactions, can also sttbag the
bonds between ethnic communities and challenge
stereotypes.

5.Encourage Political Leaders to Model Inclusive
Rhetoric As the analysis of the commentary surrounding
Edgar Lungu’s political ambitions suggests, the way
political leaders are portrayed in the media inflces
public opinion and electoral outcomes. Politiciangst
recognize their responsibility to promote nationalty
through inclusive rhetoric. They should emphasize t
importance of belonging to a shared Zambian idgntit
rather than promoting narrow tribal allegiances.dMe
outlets should highlight such inclusive political
messaging, showcasing leaders who prioritize uowgr
division and transcending tribal loyalties in fawarthe
common good.

6. Develop Media Literacy Programs for the Publc
awareness and media literacy are essential to enisat
citizens critically engage with media representaioBy
promoting media literacy programs that educate the
public on the dangers of tribal stereotypes andsilie
political narratives, citizens can become more afising
consumers of media. These programs could focus on
teaching people how to recognize bias, question
narratives, and engage with news outlets in wags$ th
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foster a deeper understanding of the diversity éxats
within Zambia.

7.Collaborate with Civil Society Organizations for
National Dialogue Media institutions should collaborate
with civil society organizations, academic insfibuis,
and political bodies to facilitate national dialeguon the
importance of tribal harmony and democratic proesss
These partnerships could organize public forumanto
hall meetings, or media campaigns aimed at
strengthening national unity. By working togetheedia
and civil society can ensure that these dialogues a
inclusive, reaching across ethnic lines and adadrggke
root causes of inter-tribal tensions.

8. Support Long-Term Research on Media Impadtuture
research should focus on the long-term impact adiane
narratives on national unity in Zambia. Academicdgts
could assess how media representations of ethnic
identities evolve over time and their role in eithe
fostering or hindering social cohesion. The inssginbm
such studies can inform policy recommendations and

help media institutions develop strategies to aligair
practices with national unity goals, especiallyha lead-
up to elections.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the media plays a central role irapshg
Zambia’'s political landscape, particularly regagdintribal
identities and inter-ethnic relations. By activatitite positive
potential of media discourse, Zambia’s press cdnae political
and tribal conflict, promote social solidarity, arsirengthen
democratic processes. The recommendations outhbegle aim
to encourage inclusive, responsible, and criticatia practices
that contribute to the country’s long-term goalnattional unity.
As Zambia approaches the 2026 elections, the nfediaa unique
opportunity to shape a more cohesive, unified $pdleat values
diversity and prioritizes collective well-being awdivision.
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