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Stress and Intonation and Their Effect in the Poetry of
Salamah ibn Jandal (d. 23 B.H./600 A.D.)

Abstract:

Stress and intonation are two fundamental elements in
Arabic poetry, as they contribute significantly to highlighting the
aesthetic qualities of poetic verses and imparting a captivating
musical character that enhances their emotional impact on the
listener. In the poetry of the pre-Islamic poet, Salamah ibn Jandal,
these prosodic features are particularly prominent, as he skillfully
employed them to convey passionate emotions and embody scenes
of heroism and chivalry for which he was well known. Salamah ibn
Jandal depend on variations in stress to emphasize meaning and
give his poetry a powerful rhythm when recited. He also made
effective use of intonation to depict different poetic scenes—
whether fierce battles or moments of pride and personal bravery.
These vocal techniques infused his poetry with vitality, enabling it
to touch the listener’s emotions and leave a lasting impression.

Owing to these distinctive qualities, Salamah ibn Jandal’s
poetry gained wide appreciation among his audience, who found in
it an 1ideal model of pride and enthusiasm that reflected the spirited
nature of the pre-Islamic era—an age characterized by strength and
valor. His mastery in using language intelligently reinforced his
status as a distinguished poet, as he excelled in employing stress
and intonation to create musical harmony and enhance the
emotional appeal of his verses. His precise word choice
strengthened the meanings he intended to convey, while the
variation in stress highlighted the most significant lines, making
them more memorable to the listener. Moreover, intonation added
a special vitality to his poetry, making it pulsate with emotion and
vividly express themes of pride and heroism. These qualities
enabled him to reach a broad audience and achieve a powerful
poetic effect.

Keywords: Stress, Intonation, Arabic Poetry.

-=\ov .



