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The Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in A Collection of

Poems: Something Will Remain Between Us by the Poet
Farouk Gouida

Abstract:

Textual thresholds are considered the primary and vital
gateway to the literary text. They consist of a set of linguistic and
non-linguistic signs that surround, precede, or accompany the text,
playing an essential role in guiding the reader, shaping their
horizon of expectation, and influencing their interpretation of the
work. They serve as a mirror reflecting the essence of the text
and revealing the author’s vision. They are not merely words or
phrases, but rather symbols and signs charged with deep semiotic
meanings that invite multiple interpretations. Therefore, studying
and analyzing the components of textual thresholds can lead to a
deeper understanding of the text and help uncover its hidden
dimensions. It is impossible to conceive of a literary text without
thresholds, as they form an integral part of its identity and serve
as witnesses to its existence. They act as the gateway through
which the reader enters the world of the text, providing the
initial keys for understanding its structure and underlying
meanings.

To sum up, textual thresholds are an inseparable part of
the literary text; understanding the latter requires examining its
thresholds, analyzing their structure, and exploring their functions.
They are not marginal elements but fundamental keys that allow
access to the deeper worlds of meaning within the text. From a
semiotic lens, textual thresholds are also central to the study of
meaning, as they act a crucial role in determining the semantic
orientation of a work. Titles, for example, are not arbitrary labels
but semiotic systems imbued with ethical, social, and ideological
values. They function as encoded messages rich with signs of
meaning and reflect a particular worldview, often characterized by
their suggestive and symbolic nature.

Keywords: Semiotics — Thresholds — Linguistic Analysis.

[ -



