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The Political Image of Caliph Abu Ja‘far al-Mansur in
the Works of Ibn al-Mugqaffa’

Abstract:

Caliph Abu Ja'far al-Mansur was a skillful statesman and
builder who sought to consolidate the foundations of the Abbasid
state and strengthen its structure. By nature, he was not inclined
toward war or driven by a desire for conquest; rather, he engaged
in battle only when compelled by pressing circumstances. His main
concern was to eliminate the causes of chaos and establish stability
throughout the empire.

Al-Mansur did not regard the caliphate as a means of luxury,
indulgence, or personal enjoyment of power and wealth. Instead, he
was a man of work and discipline, dedicating most of his time and
effort to the affairs of governance. He once advised his son and
successor: “Keep a watchful eye on all matters of dispute. Appoint
a vigilant and tireless overseer, and do not sleep—for your father
never slept since assuming the caliphate, and though his eyes may
have closed, his heart remained awake.” This statement was no
exaggeration, as al-Mansur’s daily routine was entirely devoted to
administration—issuing decrees, appointing and dismissing
governors, securing borders, ensuring public safety, overseeing
revenues and expenditures, and managing the welfare of his people.

After performing the afternoon prayer, he would spend
some time with his family or companions in conversation.
Following the night prayer, he would review reports from frontier
regions and consult with his advisors on urgent matters. In the late
hours, he would rise for ablution, stand in prayer until dawn, and
then lead the people in the morning prayer before returning to his
council to resume the affairs of the state.

Keywords: Political Image — Abu Ja'far al-Mansur — Ibn al-
Mugaffa’.
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