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The Role of Cultural Interactions in Shaping National
Identity among Youth in Kuwaiti Society
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine the role of cultural interactions in shaping the
national identity of youth in Kuwaiti society. A descriptive methodology
was adopted, using a questionnaire for data collection. The sample consisted
of 648 university students. The results revealed that the negative effects of
cultural interactions on national identity were significant, while the positive
effects were minimal. Moreover, there were no statistically significant
differences in responses based on gender. However, there were statistically
significant differences based on academic year, with fourth-year students
showing a greater awareness of the impact of cultural interactions compared
to first-year students. The study also found no statistically significant
differences based on college affiliation. In light of the findings, the study
recommended the inclusion of cultural interaction topics in some university
courses to raise awareness about its positive and negative impacts. This
would help students capitalize on the positive aspects and avoid the negative
ones, allowing them to benefit from cultural diversity without losing their
own identity. Additionally, it suggested dedicating media programs to
educating the broader society, particularly the youth, on how to engage
positively with cultural interactions.

Keywords: Cultural Interactions, National Identity, Cultural Identity, Youth,
Kuwaiti Society.
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