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Folk Linguistics: Its Concept, Topics, and Challenges

This study explores the concept of folk linguistics as an emerging subfield within
linguistic research, concerned with non-scientific beliefs and perceptions held by the
general public about language. Despite their prevalence, such perceptions lack meth-
odological rigor and are often rooted in intuition and cultural experience rather than
scientific analysis. The research contrasts folk linguistics with scientific linguistics, high-
lighting fundamental differences in sources, methodology, and objectives. While the
former tends toward normative judgments, the latter relies on descriptive and analytical
approaches.

The study focuses on manifestations of folk linguistics within the Arab context, such
as the belief in the superiority of Classical Arabic over dialects, or the notion that Arabic
is the «mother of all languages.» These perceptions are reinforced by media discourse
and influence language policies and educational practices. The researcher examines the
impact of these beliefs on linguistic bias and social discrimination, proposing strategies
to mitigate their effects. These include integrating linguistic principles into educational
curricula, analyzing media discourse, and promoting linguistic diversity.

The research underscores the significance of this field in understanding the interplay
between language and society, drawing on the contributions of key scholars such as
Labov, Preston, and Trudgill, who investigated the formation of popular linguistic beliefs
among speakers. The study concludes that, despite its non-scientific nature, folk linguis-
tics serves as a mirror of collective linguistic awareness and warrants academic interven-

tion for its deconstruction and interpretation.

Keywords: Folk Linguistics, Linguistic Perceptions, Linguistic Bias, Language Policy,

Linguistic Diversity
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