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Abstract

This study examines the poetics of self-elegy in Tarafa ibn al-‘Abd’s
“Dadiyya,” with particular attention to its linguistic structure, rhythm, form,
stylistic refinement, and distinctive artistic features, including sound and meter,
diction, pronouns, and imagery. Poetry is recognized as a unique mode of
expression that differs from prose in its suggestive power, ambiguity without
obscurity, paradox, emotional intensity, musicality, individuality, and its
tendency to deviate from conventional linguistic norms. Within this framework,
self-elegy represents the articulation of authentic human emotions shaped by the
unsettling fear of death and a reflective awareness of the self’s fate beyond
mortality. It also conveys pity, sorrow, tenderness, lamentation, and compassion
that the poet directs toward the self, particularly in moments overshadowed by
the anticipation of loss, devastating grief, or profound despair.
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