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The Role of Peer Victimization in Predicting Social
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institutional Care
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the predictive role of peer
victimization in social withdrawal, and to examine the relationship
between peer victimization (psychological, physical, and sexual)
and social withdrawal among a sample of street children in
institutional care. The sample consisted of (70) children aged (9-
12) years, the mean age was (10.10) . Two primary instruments
were used: a peer victimization scale and a social withdrawal
scale, both were developed by researcher, and both of which
showed high internal consistency and reliability. Pearson
correlation coefficients and linear regression analyses were
conducted to test the study hypotheses.

The findings revealed no statistically significant correlation
between peer victimization and social withdrawal, whether in
terms of the total score or its sub-dimensions. Likewise, peer
victimization did not significantly predict social withdrawal.
These results suggest that the relationship between the two
variables may be indirect and influenced by mediating or
moderating factors such as self-efficacy, attachment style, and
social support.

Key words: Peer victimization — Social withdrawal — Street
children - institutional Care
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8 Social control theory

° Piaget’s Theory of Intellectual Development

10 Influential theory.

" Interpersonal theory

2 Two-dimensional model of social-emotional behavior
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