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The Situational Structure and Its Impact on Guiding the Grammatical
Rule: A Pragmatic Reading in Arabic Grammar

Hanan Ahmad Abdu Rajhi

Department of Arabic Language, College of Languages and
Translation, University of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Email: haraghy@uj.edu.sa
Abstract

This study explores the impact of the situational structure (context) on
guiding grammatical rules within the Arabic linguistic system. It adopts
a perspective that views grammar as an interactive outcome of the
relationship between linguistic structure and pragmatic context, rather
than as a rigid formal system. The research aims to uncover the role of
situational context in shaping grammatical meaning and determining
its pragmatic implications, through a pragmatic reinterpretation of the
Arabic grammatical tradition in light of modern linguistic theories.

The study employs a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methodology, examining selected texts from classical grammarians and
rhetoricians such as Sibawayh, Ibn Jinni, and Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani,
and comparing them with pragmatic concepts related to context,
situation, and communicative intent.

The research concludes that context constitutes a fundamental pillar in
directing grammatical rules and understanding their semantic
structure. Neglecting the contextual dimension leads to forced
interpretations that separate grammatical rules from their natural use
in discourse. Moreover, the study demonstrates that the contextual
awareness inherent in the Arabic grammatical heritage represents an
early nucleus of modern pragmatic thought, revealing the depth of
communicative insight among early Arabic linguists.

Keywords: situational structure, grammatical rule, pragmatics, context,
nazm (syntactic organization), semantics.
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