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Turkish Translation of Verbs Shifted from the Future to

the Past tense: A Critical Contrastive Study
Abstract:

This research addresses an important issue in Islamic creed studies, one
that requires a profound understanding of Islamic theology and extreme
precision in translation: the verbs shifted from the future tense to the past
tense. These verbs express future and unseen events in certain Qur’anic
verses—such as the blowing of the trumpet, Paradise and Hell, cosmic
transformations, and other scenes and events of the Day of Judgment—
indicating the certainty of their occurrence as if they had already taken place.
It was therefore essential to study this rhetorical style and discuss its
translation into Turkish. Rendering these verbs in the past tense without
understanding the context leads to misconceptions for the reader in grasping
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the unseen faith-related truths, distorts chronological sequence, and
undermines belief.

This study examines two of the most significant Turkish translations of
the meanings of the Qur’an as applications: HAK DINI KUR’AN DILI
(“The Religion of Truth, the Language of the Qur’an”), which combines
translation and exegesis by the renowned Turkish scholar and commentator
Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir (1878-1942), who was officially
commissioned by the Turkish government to translate and provide a
comprehensive commentary on the Qur’an; and the official institutional
translation KUR’AN-I KERIM MEALI, published by Diyanet Isleri
Bagkanlig1 (The Presidency of Religious Affairs, 1961).

The study employs a critical method to evaluate these two Turkish
translations through selected Qur’anic verses that employ past tense forms to
express future events. It also adopts the contrastive linguistic approach by
comparing the translations with the original Arabic text of the Qur’anic
verses, in order to determine the extent to which they preserve the intended
temporal meaning, highlighting both successes and shortcomings.
Furthermore, the comparative method was applied to analyze differences
between the two translations, identifying the more accurate one in conveying
the temporal and inevitable nature of the events.

The research consists of an introduction, a preliminary section, and a
critical applied study of the Turkish translation of verbs shifted from the
future tense to the past tense in selected Qur’anic verses describing events,
conditions, and scenes of the Day of Judgment. Among the key findings is
that employing an explicit future tense in the Turkish translation of such
verbs in Qur’anic verses relating to eschatological events and scenes is the
optimal approach for safeguarding belief among the general public—
especially those unfamiliar with the subtleties of Arabic rhetoric—and for
preserving the doctrinal meanings related to the unseen. This helps maintain
the integrity of eschatological references and prevents confusion,
misinterpretation, or temporal distortion.

Keywords: Turkish translation, Qur’anic verses, past tense, verbs shifted
from the future, Day of Judgment scenes, eschatological events, tense.
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Kendilerine uyulanlar o giin azabi1 goriince, kendilerine uyanlardan
uzaklasacaklar, aralarindaki biitiin baglar kopacaktir. %166%0 a4
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kag¢ip uzaklagsmiglar ve aralarindaki biitiin baglar parca par¢a kopmustur.
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Biz onlarin kalplerinde kin namina ne varsa sokiip attik. Altlarindan da

irmaklar akar. “Hamd, bizi buna eristiren Allah’a mahsustur. Eger Allah’in

bizi eristirmesi olmasaydi, biz hidayete ermis olamazdik. Andolsun

Rabbimizin peygamberleri bize hakki getirmisler” derler. Onlara, “Iste
yaptiginiz (iyi isler) sayesinde kendisine varis kilindigimiz cennet!” diye

seslenilir. 43¢ @3)

:"Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir" b s> & 425 »

Orada kalblerinde bulunan kini ¢ikarip atariz. Onlarin altlarindan irmaklar
akar. "Bizi buna erdiren Allah'a hamdolsun. Eger Allah bizi dogru yola sevk
etmeseydi biz dogru yola erisemezdik. Siiphesiz Rabbimizin peygamberleri
bize gergegi getirmigler." derler. Onlara sdyle seslenilir: "Iste size cennet!

Yaptiklariniza karsilik buna varis oldunuz.e% 43% @4
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Cennetlikler cehennemliklere, "Rabbimizin bize va'dettigini biz ger¢ek
bulduk. Siz de Rabbinizin va'd ettigini ger¢ek buldunuz mu?" diye
seslenirler. Onlar, "Evet" derler. O zaman aralarinda bir duyurucu, "Allah'in

laneti zalimlere!" diye seslenir. §443 64
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Cennet ehli, cehennem ehline: "Rabbimizin bize vaad ettigini gercek
bulduk. Siz de Rabbinizin size vaad ettigini gercek buldunuz mu?" diye
seslenirler. Onlar da "evet" derler. Bunun iizerine aralarinda bir ¢agirici sdyle

seslenir: "Allah'in laneti zalimler izerine olsun!eé 44%0 33)
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Firavun, kiyamet giinlinde kavminin Oniine gegecek ve onlar1 atese
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gotiirecektir. Ne kotii varis yeridir orasi! %98% ©9)

:"Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir" syl $as~ W& a5 >
Kiyamet giinii, kavminin 6niine diiser. Artik o bunlar1 atese gotlirmiistiir.
O varilan yer, ne kotii bir yerdir.% 98% il
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Insanlarin hepsi Allah'in huzuruna ¢ikacak ve giigsiizler bUyuklik
taslayanlara diyecek ki: "Siiphesiz bizler size uymustuk, simdi siz az bir sey
olsun Allah'in azabindan bizi koruyabilecek misiniz?" Onlar da, "Eger Allah
bizi dogru yola eristirseydi biz de sizi dogru yola eristirirdik. Simdi sizlansak
da, sabretsek de bizim igin birdir. Artik bizim i¢in higbir kurtulus yoktur"
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(Kryamet giinii) Insanlarin hepsi Allah'm huzuruna ¢ikacaklar. Ve zayiflar
bliytikliik taslayanlara soyle diyecekler: "Bizler, sizlere uymustuk. Simdi siz,
Allah'in azabindan en ufak bir seyi bizden savabilir misiniz?" Onlar da
diyecekler ki: "Allah bizi hidayete erdirseydi, biz de size dogru yol
gosterirdik. Artik simdi bizler sizlansak da sabretsek de birdir. Ciinki

kacacak yerimiz yoktur.4 214 47
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Allah'in emri gelecektir. Artik onun acele gelmesini istemeyin. Allah,

onlarin ortak kostuklar1 seylerden uzaktir, yiicedir. c%l%o 69
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Allah'in emri geldi, sakin onu acele edip istemeyiniz. Allah, miisriklerin

kostuklar1 ortaklardan miinezzeh ve yiicedir. e%l% %)
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Daglar yiirlitecegimiz ve senin yeryiiziinli ¢irilgiplak gérecegin giinii bir
hatirla. Biz onlar1 mahserde toplariz da iglerinden  higbirini

birakmay1z. %47% (60)
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O kiyamet giinilinii hatirla ki, daglar yliriitecegiz ve yeryliziinii ¢irilgiplak
goreceksin. Biitiin insanlari, mahserde toplayacagiz higbir kimseyi
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Zuliimlerinden dolay1 sozii edilen azap tepelerine iner de artik
konusamazlar. %85% @

:"Elmalih Muhammed Hamdi Yazir" b @i~ & a5 >
Yaptiklar1 haksizliktan dolayi, o séz gerceklesmistir; artitk onlar
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Sdra ufuraldr. Bir de bakarsin kabirlerden ¢ikmis Rablerine dogru akin
akin gitmektedirler. %51% &4
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Str'a tifiiriilmiistiir, bir de ne baksinlar kabirlerinden Rablerine dogru akin

ediyorlar.4 51¢ %)
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Soyle derler: "Vay basimiza gelene! Kim bizi diriltip mezarimizdan
cikardi? Bu, Rahman'n vaad ettigi seydir. Peygamberler dogru

soylemisler." %52% o0
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Onlar: "Eyvah basimiza gelenlere! Mezarimizdan bizi kim kaldirdi? O
Rahman'in vaad buyurdugu iste bu imis. Gonderilen peygamberler de dogru
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®) BKZ: Kog, Nurettin(1990): Yeni Dilbilgisi, Inkilap Kitabevi, istanbul, s. 235- 240.

BKZ: Ali Simgek, Mehmet(2021): Arapgada Zaman Kaliplari Kullanim Alanlart ve
Tiirk¢edeki Zamanlarla Karsilagtirilmasi, Oku Okut Yayinlari, Ankara, $.249- 256.

BKZ: Korkmaz, Zeynep (2009) : Turkiye Turkcesi Grameri Sekil Bilgisi, Turk Dil
Kurumu Yayinlari, Ankara, s. 584, 623.
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BKZ: Aksan, Dogan, (1995): Her yoniyle dil (Cilt 1), TDK Yaynlari, 5. Baski, Ankara,
5.103- 136.
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- Islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/elmalili — muhammed — hamdi

- Sait Sicak, Ahmet — Bilgin, Recep (2019): Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir (1878 —
1942) Ve Eserleri Hakkinda Yapilmig Caligmalar Bibliyografyasi (1923 — 2018), Turkish

Studies, Ankara.
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a4 https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/bakara-suresi-2/ayet-166/diyanet-

isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
@3 Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir (1992): Hak Dini Kur’an Dili, Sadelestirenler: Prof.

Dr. Ismail Karagam, Yrd. Dog. Dr. Emin Isik, Dr. Nusrettin Bolelli, Zehraveyn, Umut
Matbaasi, Istanbul, C. 1, s.471.

(16)TUrk(;e Sdzluk (1988): Turk Dil Kurumu, Ankara, s.2048.

a7 Isler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004): Tiirkce- Arapca Kapsaml Sozliik, Ankara, s.
712.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/araf-suresi-7/ayet-43/diyanet-isleri-

baskanligi-meali-1
@ Elmalli Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e.,, C. 4 ,s.41, 42,
@5 Bkz: isler, Emrullah & Ozay, ibrahim (2004) : a.g.e., 5.999.
Mugal1 ,Serdar(2004): Tiirkge- Arapga Sozliik, Dagarcik Yaymlari, Istanbul, s. 826.
@)Tirkge Sozlilk (1988): a.g.e., 5.492.
(27) isler, Emrullah & Ozay, ibrahim (2004) : a.g.e., Ankara, s.970.

(28) Bkz: Mugal1 ,Serdar(2004): a.g.e., s. 84, 213.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/bakara-suresi-2/ayet-166/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/araf-suresi-7/ayet-43/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/araf-suresi-7/ayet-44/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1

35 Elmalilh Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 4, s. 42.
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®®  https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/hud-suresi-11/ayet-98/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1
@9 Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 4, s. 566.

“0 Tiirkge Sozliik (1988): a.g.e., 5.786.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/ibrahim-suresi-14/ayet-21/diyanet-

isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
“" Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 5, s. 177.

“® fsler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004) : a.g.e., s. 266.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/nahl-suresi-16/ayet-1/diyanet-isleri-

baskanligi-meali-1
% Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 5, s. 227.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/ibrahim-suresi-14/ayet-21/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/ibrahim-suresi-14/ayet-21/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/nahl-suresi-16/ayet-1/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/nahl-suresi-16/ayet-1/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
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®® Mucal1 ,Serdar(2004): a.g.e., s. 352.
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©0) https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kehf-suresi-18/ayet-47/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1

D Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C.5,s. 362.
©2 Mugcal1 ,Serdar(2004): a.g.e., 5.619.

Isler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004): a.g.e., 5.1090.
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©" " https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/suara-suresi-26/ayet-90- 91/diyanet-
isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
8 Elmalilh Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 6 , s. 104.
©9 Tiirkce Sozlik (1988): a.g.e., 5.2113.
79 Mugali ,Serdar(2004): a.g.c., s.374.
7 Tirkge Sozlilk (1988): a.g.e., 5.900.
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(77)https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/neml-suresi-27/ayet-85/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1
8 Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e.,, C. 6, s. 163.
) fsler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004): a.g.e., 5.572.
@0 BKZ: Ergin, Muharrem: Tirk Dil Bilgisi, Bayrak Basim/ Yayim/ Tamitim, Istanbul,
2009, 5.291,292.
@) Mugali ,Serdar(2004): a.g.e., 5.356.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kehf-suresi-18/ayet-47/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kehf-suresi-18/ayet-47/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/suara-suresi-26/ayet-90-%2091/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/suara-suresi-26/ayet-90-%2091/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/neml-suresi-27/ayet-85/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/neml-suresi-27/ayet-85/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/neml-suresi-27/ayet-85/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
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(84)https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-51/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1
@) Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 6, s. 420.

@ fsler, Emrullah & Ozay, ibrahim (2004) : a.g.e., s. 1123.
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(90)https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-52/diyanet-isleri-
baskanligi-meali-1

©D Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 6, s. 420.
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%) https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kaf-suresi-50/ayet-20/diyanet-isleri-

baskanligi-meali-1
@9 Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 7, s. 232.
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1939 https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/hakka-suresi-69/ayet-15/diyanet-
isleri-baskanligi-meali-1

19 Elmalili Muhammed hamdi yazir: a.g.e., C. 8 ,s.298.
1% Mugali, Serdar(2004): a.g.e., 5.685.

(198) jsler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004) : a.g.e., s. 690.
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https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-51/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-51/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-51/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-52/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-52/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/yasin-suresi-36/ayet-52/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kaf-suresi-50/ayet-20/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/kaf-suresi-50/ayet-20/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/hakka-suresi-69/ayet-15/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/mushaf/kuran-meal-2/hakka-suresi-69/ayet-15/diyanet-isleri-baskanligi-meali-1
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= Aksan, Dogan(1995): Her yoniiyle dil (Cilt 1), TDK Yayinlari, 5. Baski,

Ankara.

» Ali Simsek, Mehmet(2021): Arap¢ada Zaman Kaliplar1 Kullanim Alanlar

ve Tirk¢edeki Zamanlarla Karsilastirilmasi, Oku Okut Yayinlari, Ankara.

* Elmalili Muhammed Hamdi Yazir (1992): Hak Dini Kur’an Dili,

Sadelestirenler: Prof. Dr. ismail Karagam, Yrd. Dog. Dr. Emin Isik, Dr.
Nusrettin Bolelli, Zehraveyn, Umut Matbaasi, Istanbul.

= Ergin, Muharrem (2009): Tirk Dil Bilgisi, Bayrak Basim/Yayim/Tanitim,

Istanbul.
= [slamansiklopedisi.org.tr/elmalili — muhammed — hamdi
» [sler, Emrullah & Ozay, Ibrahim (2004): Tiirkge- Arapca Kapsamli
Sozlik, Ankara.
= Kog, Nurettin (1990): Yeni Dilbilgisi, inkilap Kitabevi, Istanbul.

» Korkmaz, Zeynep (2009): Turkiye Turkcesi Grameri Sekil Bilgisi, Turk

Dil Kurumu Yayinlari, Ankara.
= Kurn.diyanet.gov.tr/ mushaf
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KUR’AN-I KERIM MEALI (2011): (Hazirlayanlar: Dog¢. Dr. Halil
ALTUNTAS, Dr. Muzaffer SAHIN), Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig1 Yayinlar,
12.Baski1, Ankara.

Mugali, Serdar(2004): Tiirlce- Arapga Sozlik, Dagarcik Yaynlari,
Istanbul.

Sait Sicak, Ahmet — Bilgin, Recep (2019): Elmalili Muhammed hamdi
yazir (1878 — 1942) Ve Eserleri Hakkinda Yapilmis Caligmalar
Bibliyografyasi (1923 — 2018), Turkish Studies, Ankara.

Tiirk¢e Sozligh (1988): Tiirk Dil Kurumu Yayinlari, Ankara.



