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The Tragedy of the Body and the Transformations of the Self: 

A Critical Approach to Tawfiq al-Hakim’s Song of Death 

 

Dr. Ahmed Kamal Ahmed Mohamed 

 

Abstract 

 

This study seeks to highlight the significance of examining the tragedy 

of the body and the transformations of the self in Tawfiq al-Hakim’s 

play Song of Death. These dimensions are embodied within the structure 

of the tragic play, which is rooted in inherited rural customs and 

traditions. Such customs generate a conflict between the individual and 

the collective, further shaped by the dialectic of time and place. 

The study adopts the genetic structuralist approach, analyzing the 

constitutive structures of the text in a manner that uncovers its various 

components and the relationships that interconnect them, while also 

situating the text within the social context in which it emerged. 

The findings of the study reveal the following: 

First, the tragedy of the body and the transformations of the self in Song 

of Death are manifested through a closed social structure that exerts 

pressure on the characters, reshaping their identities either through 

submission to the authority of custom or through resistance and 

rebellion. 

Second, repetition in the dramatic dialogue exposes the tension between 

resistance and collapse: while some characters employ it as an act of 

defiance against customary authority, in others it unveils the 

disintegration of the body and the fragmentation of the self. 

Third, the stage directions in Song of Death illuminate the inner 

contradictions of the characters. For instance, the character of ʿAsakir 

embodies this through body language that reflects a paradox between an 
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outward firmness representing the voice of custom and an inward 

maternal rupture—thus exemplifying the tragedy of the body and the 

transformations of the self. 

Keywords: tragedy, body, transformations of the self, Tawfiq al-Hakim,
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