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Abstract:

This study addresses the political development of the Sultanate
of Ouaddai from its inception in the seventeenth century at the hands
of Sultan Abd al-Karim bin Jami', through the evolution of its systems
of governance, administration, judiciary, and military, up to the major
transformations witnessed by the city of Abéché during the French
colonial era (1912-1960 AD). The research relied on the historical
approach and critical analysis of political facts and events, to reveal
the nature of the traditional Sultanate system and its relationship with
the modern administration imposed by colonialism. The importance of
this paper lies in demonstrating the role of traditional political
institutions in preserving social cohesion, and in highlighting the
dialectical interaction between local authority and colonial authorities,
ultimately leading to the modern administrative foundation that
formed the nucleus of the national state in Chad upon independence in
1960 AD.

Keywords:Sultanate of Ouaddai - Political Development - Modern
Administration - French Colonialism - Traditional Systems
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