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Abstract:

This article examines the artistic, critical, and
philosophical pitfalls of the structuralist (formalist)
methodology, which receded in less than a decade. The article
indicates that Structuralism, under the guise of scientific
objectivity, fell into traps that led to its failure to achieve
meaning. At the textual level, Structuralism defines literature,
according to Roland Barthes, as a "linguistic body or a set of
sentences” , viewing the text as a static entity. Treating literary
discourse as a “linguistic fact" effectively cancels the
characteristics of literature. Furthermore, it proclaimed the
"death of the author™ and severed the text from its context. From
a critical perspective, Structuralism aims to discover the text's
system and basic structures without concerning itself with the
text's social function or the creative aspect of the writer,
rendering it incapable of understanding or explaining any literary
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phenomenon. Consequently, the exclusion of meaning, subject
matter, and the subjective and social dimensions distorts the
literary work and strips it of its artistic qualities. On the
philosophical level, Structuralism denied evolution and
prioritized system , turning man into a passive object governed
by material factors. This cancellation of human agency
represented a philosophical contradiction that logically warrants
rejecting the theory itself. The conclusion is that the internal
crisis of Structuralism led its proponents, most notably Barthes,
to abandon it. These shortcomings prompted the critic Lucien
Goldmann to develop Generative Structuralism to distinguish
it from formal Structuralism. This new approach sought to
develop formal Structuralism and fill its gaps , restoring the
importance of the subjective dimension, history, human beings,

and signification.
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