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Abstract:
The Lake Chad Basin is among the African lakes that have played
a significant role in the history of the region, owing to its strategic
location along the caravan trade routes crossing the desert. This made
it a commercial hub and an economic lifeline. Furthermore, the
region’s fertile lands suitable for agriculture attracted various human
groups. The area’s natural openness—free from barriers such as
forests, jungles, or highlands—facilitated movement to and from it,
contributing to the settlement of many communities engaged in
fishing, livestock rearing, and farming. The fertility of the region
helped resolve the economic challenges faced by newcomers, leading
them to settle around its shores and intermingle with the local
inhabitants. The territories adjacent to Lake Chad were centers of
ancient civilizations that arose in old Kanem through the efforts of
diverse peoples. History remembers them with admiration for their
contributions to building the foundations of Chadian civilizations.
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