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Ibn Sab'in's Taymiyya Criticism
A Reading of Context and Premises
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Abstract :

The research presents an analytical reading of Sheikh al-Islam Ibn

Taymiyyah's position on Ibn Sab'in within a broader framework of his

position on Sufi philosophers and proponents of the doctrine of the unity

of being. The study's objective was to trace Ibn Taymiyyah's critical
premises and their conceptual components, and to clarify his distinctions
between the article and its author, between unionism and incarnation, and
between absolute unity and unity of being, with Employing a comparative
approach that balances Ibn Arabi, al-Qunawi, and al-Afif al-Tilimsani on
the one hand, and Ibn Sab'in on the other. The research relied on a precise
conceptual analysis of jurisprudential and logical terms (the absolute with
the condition of absoluteness/without condition, the universal/the
particular, essence/existence), while demonstrating the impact of mixing
them in constructing the unionist doctrine. The study concludes that Ibn
Taymiyyah He sees Ibn Sab'in's essay as a composite of nullifying
theological material, superficial Sufism, and peripatetic philosophy. Its
corruption is evident in its internal contradiction and in its clash with
reason and tradition. His harsh judgment on the "philosophizing Sufis"
does not prevent him from adopting an apologetic approach,
distinguishing between the essence and the articles, and preferring to
excuse the ignorant and the imitators. The study also demonstrates Ibn

Taymiyyah's distinction Among the ranks of those who believe in unity,

he considers Ibn Arabi less misguided than al-Qunawi and al-Tilimsani,

and views Ibn Sab'in as closer to the view of absolute unity due to his
commitment to its metaphysical implications.

Keywords: Ibn Taymiyyah; Ibn Sab'in; unity of being; union;
incarnation; Ibn Arabi; Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi; al-'Afif al-
Tilimsani; the absolute with the condition of absoluteness; the
universal and the particular; essence and existence.
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