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THE ART OF SCULPTURE IN MEROE IN LIGHT OF THE RELATION WITH PTOLEMAIC - ROMAN EGYPT:

A STUDY IN CLASSICAL INFLUENCES

HiSHAM AGLAN

Lecturer of Classical Archaeology, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, Tanta University, Egypt
Abstract:

The Meroitic civilization, which spanned from 300 BC to 350 AD, can be compared chronologically to the Ptolemaic and
Roman periods in Egypt. This research examines the sculptural art of Meroé, exploring its classical influences and
distinctive features. It provides details about the history of the Meroitic civilization and examines its connection to
Ptolemaic and Roman power in Egypt, as described by classical historians and supported by archaeological evidence. It also
explores the role of the Greek language and its impact on cultural life in Merog, which facilitated interaction with Greek
artistic traditions. Additionally, the article discusses the artifacts that arrived in Meroé through trade, gifts, theft, and
conflicts as part of the influence of Greek and Roman cultures on Meroé. It also examines the sculptures made by the
Meroitic civilization itself, which showed classical influences. By the end of the study, we can understand the deep and
widespread influence of classical elements in Meroé through the distinctive sculptural objects that represented a unique
artistic exchange. In addition, we conclude that the Meroitic artist drew inspiration for his works from famous Greek and
Roman artworks and was affected by the art of Ptolemaic-Roman Egypt. However, he integrated the classical elements

within Meroé's unique cultural framework.

Keywords: Meroé, Sculpture, Classical Influences, Ptolemaic—Roman Egypt, Nubia.
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