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Abstract:

The character is the nerve of life in the story and the axis of movement within it. It leads the narrative from its beginning to its
middle and to its end, revealing the essence of the novel through what the characters say, do, and think. The character is thus a
fundamental pillar for the creative storyteller in clarifying the aspects of the reality presented to the audience, as well as in
illuminating the dynamics of life and its interactions. As for the novel “The Moon and the Walls” by the Iraqi novelist Abdul
Rahman Majid Al-Rubaie, which falls under the realist school, its characters have distinctive local features and national traits. The
novelist presents characters in their physical external aspects and their internal psychological attributes. He adopts a traditional
approach in this regard, portraying his characters through two methods commonly used in numerous narrative works: the
analytical method, where these characters are depicted from the outside, explaining their emotions, thoughts, and reactions while
commenting on their behaviors and actions; and the representational method, which allows the characters to reveal their nature
through their actions, conversations, and confessions. Sometimes, the novelist clarifies the hero’s traits through the dialogues of
other characters about him. Through her reflection on the text of the novel and her specific focus on the characters playing their
roles, the researcher finds that the novelist has shaped the characters of his novel in accordance with his artistic and intellectual
purposes, adding an artistic spirit to them. A fundamental question arose from this reality: how successful was the novelist in
achieving what he aspired to in the analytical or representational portrayal of his characters? The hypothesis was built upon this
very question. The adopted methodology does not merely rely on descriptive analysis but also transcends it to critical
experimentation, as there are specific scenes that do not align with the reality of the text in its artistic and intellectual aspects,
namely in the artistic structure and narrative vision, if the term is appropriate. For instance, we observe that the characters
sometimes speak outside the intellectual framework they experience and the specific scope of their social and cultural level, or that
their psychological states do not align with the reality in which the hero lives. This brings us to narrative techniques that warrant
reconsideration. This is the problematic issue posed in this research. Lastly, there is a goal derived from the hypothesis of the work,

which seeks to confirm its validity through this paper.

Key words: Abdul Rahman Majid Al-Rubaie, The Moon and the Walls, characters, role problems, critical

perspective.
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