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The Impact of Cultural Planning on Enhancing National Identity
among University Youth: A Field Study

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the impact of cultural planning on enhancing national identity among
university youth. It seeks to explore how cultural policies and activities contribute to fostering this
sense of identity and the university's role as an educational and cultural institution in instilling and
reinforcing it among its students. The researcher employed a social survey method using a structured
questionnaire, collecting data from a systematic random sample of 574 students at Zagazig
University. The objectives were to assess their awareness of Egypt’s national cultural strategies and
their perceived importance, evaluate the resonance of cultural activities, and measure their influence
on students’ attitudes and awareness of their national identity. Quantitative analysis used frequencies,
percentages, standard deviations, and means. The study's key findings indicate a limited awareness
among university youth of the cultural strategy and a weak effectiveness of cultural activities—
despite their appreciation of their importance—in enhancing their national identity. This finding
points to the need for more effective mechanisms in implementing cultural plans that can fulfill the
educational and awareness-raising role as required, particularly in terms of reaching citizens,
especially youth, and informing them about the Ministry of Culture’s activities and roles. The results
also revealed that the university’s role in promoting national identity requires further activation. The
main factors limiting this role include low budgets and the relatively limited effectiveness of the
academic role. The study concluded with a set of recommendations, the most significant of which is
the need to enhance cooperation between the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Higher
Education and to integrate national identity as a core component of the educational process to raise
youth awareness and strengthen their sense of belonging to the nation. It's worth noting that the results
of this study contribute to paving the way for future studies that will address mechanisms for
developing cultural policies and plans, enhancing the effectiveness of educational and cultural
institutions in consolidating national identity among youth.
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