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Abstract

The research sheds light on a very important issue, which is the legal system of ownership in virtual
worlds or the digital world. At the beginning and introduction of the research, the researcher draws
attention to the transactions that take place in those worlds. and the estimated market size in Those
worlds in 2025 is about 37.49 billion US dollars, which is expected to multiply significantly in a
short time. The research focused on the impact of these transactions, especially on the issue of
ownership The scope of the research was limited to the issue of ownership in virtual worlds,
especially with what the researcher sees in it as a difference in its controlling rules, which may lead
to a dispute in the future between the content of the right to ownership in virtual worlds compared
to it in traditional jurisprudence. The research explained in its introduction the importance of
ownership in general and ownership in Virtual worlds in particular, as it is noted that the volume
of transactions in property in those worlds is steadily increasing Despite the danger this poses to
the wealth of people and countries in the absence of rules regulating those properties or the wealth
that is owned in them, and given the breadth of the topic of ownership that such research can’t
accommodate it, it has focused on some ownership issues that we consider, from our point of view,
the most important in this topic, which It has fundamental differences related to ownership in the
virtual world The research in the first section explained what is meant by virtual worlds and the
beginning of the emergence of that idea and its transformation into a reality in which we live.
Although the legislation does not contain a definition for those worlds, research has worked to
establish this definition. It has also explained the characteristics of those worlds and distinguished
between the virtual world and what may be suspected, such as augmented virtual reality.

In a second section, the researcher worked to explain the traditional concept of ownership and its
suitability for controlling ownership in virtual worlds, defined in the first requirement: ownership
in its traditional concept and the extent of its suitability to the concept of ownership in virtual
worlds. In a second requirement, he explained the characteristics of the right to ownership in
traditional jurisprudence and the extent to which ownership in virtual worlds is characterized by it
or not, In the third section, the research clarified the specificity of ownership in virtual worlds over
that in the real world. The scope of explaining this specificity was limited to two aspects, each of
which was presented in a separate request, as the researcher saw that they were the first to address
at this stage the first aspect of the reasons for gaining ownership in virtual worlds, as it became
clear from the research that There are other reasons that can be a reason for gaining ownership other
than those reasons upon which traditional jurisprudence has settled Indeed, one of the reasons for
gaining ownership in traditional jurisprudence is what has proven impossible to achieve to be a
reason for gaining ownership in virtual worlds, in addition to the existence of reasons in traditional
jurisprudence that require controls and legislation to achieve their purpose of transferring ownership
to their owners in a correct manner that achieves the maintenance of those properties The research
also presented the latest Arab legislation dealing with virtual assets, which is the Emirati legislation,
although it was noted that this legislation pays attention to the issue of investment and trade and
encourages them without paying attention to the issue of ownership in virtual worlds The research
revealed that there is a difference between ownership in the real world and ownership in the virtual
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world that must be controlled, and it ended with a set of important recommendations that could
serve as a nucleus upon which to build this important issue related to the holiest of a person’s
financial rights, which is the right to property.
Keywords:

“The legal system of Ownership in Virtual Worlds - virtual ownership - virtual assets - metaverse
- nature of ownership in virtuality - digital ownership - avatar ownership”
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(*) Montserrat Acosta Gonzalez, International Conference on Virtual and Augmented Reality in
Education, Computer Science, Opportunities and Challenges in the 21st Century, 25 (2013).
(2) https://u.ae/ar-AE/about-the-uae/digital-uae/digital-technology/virtual-reality.
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Gand e S Sy ales Alglae b (Sl AN Sy i) dladtl 55K SSA LI pag ¢lgsb
(lailly Goailly aldd) Gu DU DA e Kb sl Lalle & duelan¥) Glajleall 4a]
iny gonnse s g ellally i ealaally daall BSa 0058 of ) a1 Jaay (3
e w3l aale B OIS (Ml (LasY Opla) I alidY) adlsl) ol ol llad) mllaias Caisg
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Glisad ) Wygds aafi iVl adlsl) 5885 (1987 b ale (gt b elldy Lnglgiall el

(*) Alycia de Mesa, Brand Avatar, Translating virtual world branding into real world success,
Palgrave Macmillan, January 2009, P 179.

Qs (radl Ol A Laall LasleSill @l aladiul ASH alad) ¢ daas dees fheas Dl o (2)
A5 Ga dsl Jlaal 2022 A5l 38 aaall ¢Uaibay ygilally Aoyl BAS Alaa cdabidally 5 jeall adlolly ucal 7Y
(3) Encyclopedia Britannica, Virtual reality (VR). Britannica Academic, 20 Mar. 2023.
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(2) Sheping Zhai et al, J. Phys, 2019, P2.
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(1) Angela Adrian, Law and Order in Virtual Worlds: Exploring Avatars, Their Ownership and
Rights, op.cit, p 1.

3 Ua (Gl mage ¢ pan bl AL ¢ pe JelS 2 13 (2)

-1948/7/16 ¢yad) ailEsl) (1) Se 108 22401 (1948 daud 131 Saall ¢ysilall (3)
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www.duhaime.org/LawMuseum/LawArticle-609/Ancient-Egyptian-Law.aspx
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(5) Article 544 “La propriété est le droit de jouir et disposer des choses de la maniére la plus absolue,
pourvu gu'on n'en fasse pas un usage prohibé par les lois ou par les réglements”
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