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Abstract
The Village of Persea (Ilepoéa) in the Arsinoite Nome during the
Ptolemaic and Roman Periods

The village of Persea was one of the most prominent settlements in the
southern section of the Herakleides Meris of the Arsinoite Nome. It is attested in
papyri between 246 BC and AD 204. This reflects the continuity of its existence
throughout both the Ptolemaic and Roman periods. The name of the village is
likely derived from the Persia tree, which was probably cultivated extensively in
the area, making the village a principal center for its cultivation within the nome.
It is also possible that the tree existed in the region prior to the formation of the
settlement that later took its name. Scholarly opinions about its precise location
vary, placing it in the southeastern or southern part of the Herakleides Meris, in
the vicinity of the villages of Sebennytos and Pharbaithos. Administratively, the
village first belonged to the nomarchy of Aristarchos, later developed into an
independent settlement, and eventually became both a tax division and a
komogrammateia in the Roman period. Persea was notable for its administrative
institutions, including a granary, a police station, and a village office, staffed with
officials responsible for local affairs.

Economically, landholding in the village included royal, military, and
temple estates, while wheat and barley were the principal crops cultivated.
Religiously, the goddess Nephthys was worshipped in Persea, where she had her
own temple and a priestly order consisting of eleven priests. Socially, the
population of the village during the Ptolemaic period reached approximately 396
inhabitants. The community also witnessed family disputes, some of which
escalated into criminal acts.

Key Words:Persea,Arsinoite,Herakleides Meris,Nephthys
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