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Abstract

The study concluded that algorithms are no longer merely technical tools for con-
tent filtering; rather, they have evolved into semantic agents that reconstruct news
and guide audience responses through dominant emotional frameworks. The find-
ings revealed that emotion constitutes a core structure in shaping headlines, texts,
and images, with the analyzed platforms employing both visual and linguistic signs
to reinforce feelings of fear, hope, or pride. Furthermore, affective and suggestive
language prevailed over factual reporting through the frequent use of terms such as

” u

“tragedy,” “shocking,” and “heroic,” which direct readers toward specific emotional
responses. The study also found a moderate alignment between images and emo-
tions (75%—82%), while notable gaps emerged in platforms that relied on archival
rather than context-specific visuals. Overall, the results indicate that algorithms re-
produce collective affect through mechanisms of repetition and text—image integra-
tion, in ways that reflect affective biases shaped by the cultural and political contexts
of the platforms. Accordingly, the study recommends integrating semiological analy-
sis into digital journalism practices to enhance credibility and mitigate the influence
of artificially engineered emotions.

Key words: Algorithmic Emotional Intelligence, Semiotics, Digital News, Algorithms,

Emotions.
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