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The Development of Nigeria's Agricultural Sector and Its Role in Achieving
Economic Growth and Food Security Since 2000

Abstract

The agricultural sector has gained special importance in Nigeria's economic policies since 2000, when
the new government adopted new agricultural policies that included numerous programs and
initiatives affecting the sector's production, export, and import. The aim was to achieve several
objectives: self-sufficiency in food, providing suitable job opportunities for youth, increasing sources
of foreign exchange, increasing agricultural production to support industrial growth, achieving an
annual agricultural growth rate of 6%, and reducing the poverty rate. The research problem is that
Nigeria has made significant strides in reforming its agricultural policy to achieve its goals of
economic growth, food security, and other objectives. However, it is still ranked among the largest
African food-importing countries. The Nigerian agricultural sector still faces many financial,
technical, and environmental challenges. The research aims to examine the development of Nigeria's
agricultural sector and its role in achieving economic growth and food security since 2000. It
concluded that the agricultural sector's share of public spending was low compared to other sectors,
not exceeding 2% in most of the study's years. Consequently, annual growth declined, not exceeding
2.5% during the period from 2019 to 2022, and the sector's contribution to the gross domestic product
fell to 22.7% in 2023, while the service sector accounted for the largest share. The food import bill
remains high, and Nigeria has yet to meet its agricultural export target. Consequently, Nigeria has not
yet achieved food self-sufficiency. The poverty rate has also risen to 39% in 2023, compared to
approximately 31% in 2018. The sector still faces numerous challenges; thus, researcher recommend
focusing on infrastructure, increasing agricultural financing directed to the private sector, and raising
the level of agricultural technology and training.
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