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Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on a previously unpublished
collection of curtains from the Prophet’'s Mosque, preserved at the King
Abdulaziz Complex for Endowment Libraries in Al-Madinah Al-
Munawwarah. The collection includes: a curtain from the main external
doors of the mosque—specifically, the curtain of the Gate of Jibril
(Gabriel), the curtains of the Gate of Lady Fatimah Al-Zahra (may Allah
be pleased with her) and the Gate of Repentance, both of which belong
to the doors of the Prophet's Chamber, the curtain of the Main Minaret
Gate, two curtains from the screen surrounding the Prophet’s Chamber,
and the curtain of the Tahajjud Mihrab.

These valuable pieces prompted the researcher to undertake a
comparative archaeological and artistic study with the aim of
documenting the curtains and analyzing their decorative and artistic
elements, while also highlighting their historical background and stylistic
features. The study adopts a combined approach, utilizing both the
descriptive-documentary method and the comparative-analytical
method.

The findings indicate that the curtains generally date back to the
13th century AH / 19th century CE, and more specifically to the reign of
the Ottoman Sultan Abdulaziz ibn Mahmud I (1277-1293 AH / 1861-
1876 CE), with the curtains having arrived at the Prophet's Mosque in
1282 AH / 1865 CE.

The study revealed that the artistic style of the curtains reflects a
refined example of the late Ottoman artistic tradition, characterized by
the integration of European influences—namely Baroque and Rococo—
into traditional Ottoman-Islamic decorative arts, forming what is known
as the "Ottoman Baroque and Rococo" style. It also identified the
decorative technique used, which is metallic thread embroidery.

Furthermore, the study demonstrated the richness of the curtains in
terms of decorative diversity, including epigraphic (inscriptional), floral,
and geometric motifs.

The inscriptions varied from names of the locations where the
curtains were placed, to supplicatory phrases, Qur'anic verses, and Prophetic
traditions (Hadiths). As for the floral decorations, they included motifs such as
the tulip, carnation, lotus, jasmine, multi-petaled rosettes, serrated leaves, and
stylized palm fronds.

Keywords: Arts — Curtains — Embroidery — The Prophet's Mosque
— Ottoman - Baroque — Rococo — Metallic Threads — Silk.
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