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Abstract:

International competition is a structural feature of the international system,
evident in East Asia, taking various forms ranging from conflict to ideological and
economic struggles. This competition has escalated as a result of China's rise as a
major power and growing regional concerns about threats to stability, particularly in
the South China Sea and Taiwan. This situation has prompted the United States to
strengthen its alliances and adopt countervailing strategies such as the Quad and
AUKUS. In contrast, China is using the Belt and Road Initiative and soft power to
expand its influence, while countries such as Japan, India, and Russia are seeking
effective countervailing roles in the regional system. Competition has contributed to
the militarization of politics and the marginalization of diplomacy, weakened
collective deterrence, and eroded the effectiveness of ASEAN. It has also negatively
impacted the internal stability of countries through economic and political pressures
resulting from geopolitical alignment and supply chain tensions. BRICS has also
emerged as an emerging economic alternative seeking to reduce dependence on the
West. Overall, international competition is a major factor in the fragility of East
Asian regional security, posing complex strategic challenges to its states in a
turbulent and changing international environment.
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