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The effect of the 2019 Corona pandemic on the sovereignty of the
nation-state

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Kamel
Abstract

The nation-state suffered greatly from the 2019 Corona
pandemic, and this was accompanied by debate about the full return of
sovereignty, after a long discussion at the level of theory and
application of its deterioration at times, its complete disappearance at
other times, and the promotion of the removal of political borders
between countries in light of a wave of globalization, which have long
dominated by thinking of decision-makers around the world, especially,
the advanced ones. The concept of sovereignty is one of the most
serious political concepts; due to its close connection to the concept of
the nation-state, as each nation-state which is responsible for forming a
political system, which is consider as the one of its pillars that
Imposing sovereignty internally and externally in a region with defined
features, on a group of citizens, by a ruling body. The establishment of
armies and the enactment of laws are considered as parts of the nation-
state's strategy to protect its sovereignty, as armies protection national
interests and impose the law on all residents on its lands, whether
citizens or non-citizens. Sovereignty have witnessed a violent shock as
a result of the changes that the world has undergone, with the
emergence of globalization and its marketing as a global system, but
the 2019 Corona pandemic came with what ships did not desire, and
restored the sovereignty of states once again.

Hence, the problem of the study aiming at investigating the effect of
the 2019 Corona pandemic on the sovereignty of nation-states, that
emerging the following main question : What is the impact of the
Corona 2019 pandemic on the sovereignty of nation-states? The most
important sub-questions are branched out from it: 1. How did the
concept of national sovereignty arise? 2. What kind of transformation
occurred in the concept? 3. How to make decisions in light of the
Corona 2019 pandemic? What is the restoration of the concept of
national sovereignty¢
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The importance of the study is due to the changes that the pandemic
has caused in the concept of sovereignty practically and scientifically,
whether in Egypt or other countries.

The objectives of the study are as follows: 1.ldentifying the
emergence of the concept of national sovereignty. 2. Monitoring the
transformation that occurred in the concept. 3.Clarifying the decision-
making process in light of the Corona 2019 pandemic. 4. Emphasizing
the restoration of the concept of national sovereignty .

The study is based on a hypothesis: The more global crises,
especially emergency ones, increase, the more the sovereignty of
nation-states returns to them.

The study uses the System Approach, considering the Corona 2019
pandemic as an input, the decisions and procedures to impose the
sovereignty of states over their territories and the citizens and non-
citizens they contain as outputs.

The study reached a number of results, perhaps the most prominent
of which are: The fading of the globalization trend with regard to state
sovereignty and the removal of borders between them. No one called
for opening and removing borders as was common before the start of
the pandemic. Countries of the world took decisions to close their
airspace and prevent the export of medicines and medical supplies to
achieve self-sufficiency, as Egypt and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
decided, for example. The efforts of the United Nations did not succeed
in addressing the crisis, as if it did not exist. And the return of
consideration to the concept of sovereignty of nation-states again, after
talking about their death.

Keywords: Corona 2019, sovereignty, nation-state, impact of Corona
20109.
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