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Abstract:

This study aims to analyse the official political discourse of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and its role in shaping national identity by
examining its evolution from the establishment of the union to the
present day. The study employs a critical analytical approach,
deconstructing and examining the speeches of Emirati leaders, with a
focus on their rhetorical strategies and persuasive techniques.

The study hypothesizes that Emirati political discourse has contributed
to strengthening national identity by emphasizing the values of unity,
solidarity, and belonging. It leverages rhetorical strategies that
combine logical argumentation with soft power. Through an in—depth
analysis of the speeches of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the study explores the
linguistic and pragmatic competencies that have reinforced the
effectiveness of political discourse in achieving its objectives both
domestically and internationally.

The findings indicate that modern Emirati political discourse has
effectively capitalized on the rhetorical legacy of the founding fathers.
This has played a key role in shaping a positive image of the UAE
and enhancing its regional and global influence, not through coercion
but through dialogue, tolerance, and shared human values—
establishing it as a distinguished model of soft power in international
relations.

Keywords: Zayed’s Legacy, Political Discourse, National Identity,

United Arab Emirates.
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