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Abstract

This research is entitled "Analysis of Spoken Religious Discourse —a Study of Speeches
on National Holidays in (Egyptian) Governorates as a Model, a Pragmatic-Linguistic
Study.” The study is divided into an introduction, a preface, and two axes of study. The
introduction explains the significance of the study, its purpose, and the methodology
followed in the study. The preface explores the concept of discourse, explains the
difference between spoken and written discourse, and provides a brief overview of
pragmatics and speech act theory. The first axis of the study discusses the most
prominent features of this theory: the use of lexical emphasis, using pronouns,
especially first and second person pronouns (speaker- addressee),and the use of short
sentences in spoken discourse, as the study will explain. The second axis of the study is
entitled "Means of Intensifying the Illocutionary Force of the Verb," among which is
lexical means ( those that intensify the content addressed to the listener, as he/she is
the targeted element in religious discourse); syntactic means, foremost among which is
using the interrogative, the imperative, and the vocative form; rhetorical means,
reflected in the positioning of a performative verb and use of repetition (in form - in
meaning) and the use of discourse markers (addition, cause and effect); and finally the
meta-discourse means. The conclusion includes the research findings.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Speech Acts, Illocutionary Force, Religious Discourse,
Intensification
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