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A Geographical Analysis of Supported Social Tourism
in Qena Governorate: A Study in the Geography of

Tourism
Abstract:

The significance of this study stems from the Egyptian state's
growing interest in the model of social tourism. The research aimed
to identify the socio-economic characteristics of citizens in Qena
Governorate who benefited from state-subsidized social tourism,
totaling 732 individuals out of a governorate population of
3,735,434 in 2024. The results, however, revealed notable
dissatisfaction among Qena citizens regarding the social tourism
initiatives. Consequently, the study strongly recommends
publishing annual statistical reports detailing Qena's participation
rates across the various social tourism trip types (Pioneers, Youth,
Hajj/Pilgrimage, People of Determination, and Church) to monitor
geographic disparities and understand the socio-economic drivers
of travel. This data is essential for strengthening social tourism
development. Furthermore, the study advises allocating specific
quotas for each district based on the number of low-income and
impoverished citizens, utilizing an electronic lottery to ensure
fairness for beneficiaries. Finally, it recommends expanding
support for People of Determination by subsidizing free access to
diverse recreational areas via their Integrated Services Cards, rather
than limiting benefits solely to museums and archaeological sites.
Keywords: Social tourism, non-governmental organizations, low-
income individuals, the poor, mental image.
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