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Abstract

Amid the growing refugee crises of the past two decades, many Arab refugees have
resettled in Western countries, where Arabic has become a heritage language learned in
foreign environments. This study investigates how Arab refugee families in Canada,
particularly children and adolescents, engage with Arabic within educational contexts
shaped by displacement, integration pressures, and psychological stress. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and a questionnaire administered to 250 Arab refugees,
the study reveals that while families maintain oral use of Arabic to preserve identity and
emotional bonds, proficiency in reading, writing, and vocabulary has significantly
declined. The findings highlight the dual role of Arabic as both a marker of cultural
identity and a means of psychological resilience, yet its preservation is challenged by
trauma, limited Arabic-language curricula, and dominant host-country languages. The
study recommends integrating heritage languages into educational policies, designing
culturally and emotionally sensitive materials, and establishing community-based
spaces that link language learning with psychosocial support.

Keywords: Arabic language, heritage language, language education in diaspora,
linguistic identity, Arab refugees, bilingualism, Canada, language learning in crisis
contexts.
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