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Abstract :

This paper investigates the impact of economic factors on
transitions from one creed to another. It begins by outlining the
Islamic perspective on the economic influence in doctrinal
transformation, followed by an examination of the scientific
interpretations of poverty and its effect on individual beliefs, as
well as the role of economic migration in shaping creed.
Furthermore, the study addresses the Rational Choice Theory
from economics and its implications for religion and doctrinal
change. The findings indicate that the spread of sects and
theological schools is driven by multiple factors, among which
financial support for the dissemination of specific doctrinal
views plays a central role. Such support often materializes
through the establishment of educational institutions funded by
charitable endowments (awqaf), which cover the expenses of
students and teachers while providing material incentives that
serve their personal interests. These measures tend to attract
individuals seeking rewards and reduced costs, thereby
motivating them to affiliate with these institutions and adopt
their creed.
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