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Abstract:

This research aims to identify the subjects of Iman (faith)
compilations as presented by the leading scholars of the six
canonical Hadith collections, the Musnad-based creedal works,
and the independent treatises on Iman, and to deduce their
methodological approaches in addressing and comparing these
subjects. The study follows an inductive and deductive analytical
method. The findings reveal that the scholars differed in their
treatment of the topics according to the nature and scope of their
works—some adopting a comprehensive approach encompassing
all issues of creed, while others confined their discussions
specifically to matters directly related to /man. However, it is
evident that the dominant thematic treatment among the scholars
in their /man compilations was according to the specific meaning
of Iman, not the general one. The research concludes that this
specific meaning of the term I/man was the prevailing usage
among the leading scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah in both their
independent treatises on [man and the discussions included
within the six canonical Hadith collections and Musnad-based
creedal works.
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