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Abstract

This study examines Imam Malik’s expression “la yanbaghi” (“it is not
proper/should not be”) in the al-Mudawwana al-Kubra as a key juristic term that
conveys graded levels of prohibition within the Maliki school and reflects the
Imam’s precision in formulating rulgments and their nuances. The research employs
an inductive method to collect occurrences of the phrase across acts of worship—
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, pilgrimage, retreat (i‘tikaf), and sacrificial offerings—
followed by a descriptive-analytical approach to interpret its meanings, contexts,
and corroborating indicators. The findings show that “1a yanbaghi” is not a neutral
linguistic marker but a legal operative term whose force varies with context: it
signifies prohibition and invalidation when accompanied by strong indicators such
as explicit statements of non-fulfilment, the need to repeat an act, or phrases like
“haram” and “as a preventive measure (sadd al-dhar3’i*).” In the absence of such
indicators, it denotes dislike (karahah) or advisory restraint. In matters of creed it
can indicate essential impossibility, whereas in ethics and commendable conduct it
points to “leaving what is less fitting.” Thus, the term is flexible, encompassing both
legal and moral prohibition, and its meaning is determined by context and the higher
objectives of the SharT‘ah. The study concludes that, in Malik’s jurisprudence, “1a
yanbaghi” functions as a calibrated gauge of prohibition ranging from strict
forbiddance to censure, closely aligned with core Maliki principles such as blocking
the means, prudence in worship, and consideration of objectives. The term serves
important juristic purposes in Malik’s fatwas: guiding to what is most complete,
warning against contravention, and safeguarding acts of worship from deficiency or
innovation. The research ends with recommendations, including compiling a
semantic lexicon of Malik’s technical terms, undertaking cross-madhhab
comparisons of such expressions, and extending inquiry to transactions and other

legal areas to deepen understanding of Malik’s method in articulating legal rulings.

Keywords: Imam Malik; al-Mudawwana al-Kubra; “la yanbaghi”; legal

semantics; Maliki school; acts of worship.
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