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The Professional Identity of English language Teachers and Student-Teachers
in Public Education in the State of Kuwait and Its Relationship
to the Variable of Their Entry into the Teaching Profession
from Their Perspective
Dr. Seham Hussain Malallah

Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the perceptions of English language teachers in public
schools in Kuwait and student teachers enrolled in college of education in Kuwait University about their
professional identity and to investigate whether there exists a statistically significant relationship between
their perceptions of their professional identity and the variable of entering the profession. As part of the
descriptive approach, a questionnaire was administered to a sample of (151) English language teachers,
as well as (79) student teachers enrolled in practical education for the English language specialization, and
(152) student teachers specialized in English but not participating in practical education. According to the
results, the professional identity dimensions of the study sample were generally high, as the awareness
of teaching tasks ranked first, followed by the knowledge and skills of teaching in second place, and
belonging to the teacher community in third place followed by interest in academic specialization in
fourth place, followed by motivation to enter the teaching profession in fifth place. The results indicated
that there were statistically significant differences between the responses of the sample to their
professional identity between English language teachers during service and student teachers prior to
joining practical education in the dimension of interest in academic specialization, possessing knowledge
and skills in teaching, and belonging to the teacher community. While there are differences between in-
service English language teachers and student teachers who are enrolled in practicums in terms of
possessing knowledge and skill regarding teaching.

Keywords: English language teachers, professional identity, student teachers, Kuwait
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