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  الملكية في حقالحماية 
ً
يالقطرلدستور لوفقا

The Right to Property according to the Qatari Constitution 

ABSTRACT 

Private ownership is considered one of the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Permanent 
Constitution of the State of Qatar. Article (27) stipulates,  " Private property is inviolable. No 
one shall be deprived of his property except for the public benefit, in the cases defined by law, 
and in the manner prescribed therein, provided that he is fairly compensated ".This provision 
reflects the constitutional legislator’s keenness to protect private property and to ensure that it 
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is not infringed upon except in the narrowest of circumstances, and only when a genuine and 
urgent public interest requires it .This means that the default principle governing private 
ownership is protection, and that no authority may expropriate or infringe upon it except within 
a strict legal framework, based on the achievement of a clear public benefit, such as the 
implementation of infrastructure projects or the establishment of public facilities. A mere claim 
of public benefit is not sufficient; the action must adhere to the specific conditions and 
procedures explicitly outlined by law, ensuring there is no abuse or misuse of this power .Such 
protection of private property reflects the State of Qatar’s commitment to the rule of law, the 
promotion of justice and economic freedom, and the provision of a stable legal environment 
that encourages investment and safeguards the rights of individuals and citizens in their 
property .The study recommends several key measures, most notably the need to clearly define 
the term  " public benefit "by establishing specific criteria for the cases in which expropriation 
of property may be justified for public interest. It also calls for detailing the legal procedures to 
be followed when a decision is made to expropriate property, and stresses the importance of 
ensuring neutral judicial oversight to guarantee the legitimacy of such decisions. This may be 
achieved by amending the Qatari Law on the Resolution of Administrative Disputes No. (7) Of 
2007, granting the administrative judiciary the authority to review expropriation decisions, 
considering them final administrative decisions. 
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