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Mixed Electoral Systems: Drivers of Transition and Achieved Outcomes

A Case Study of New Zealand and Japan
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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify mixed electoral systems and their ability to
combine the advantages of both majority and proportional representation
systems, reduce the associated disadvantages, and achieve the desired
goals of their adoption. It examined the cases of countries that have
switched to mixed electoral systems, such as New Zealand and Japan,

within the framework of electoral reforms.

The study concluded that mixed systems integrate the principles of
majority and proportional representation into one electoral system. They
are divided into two main types: the mixed proportional representation
system and the parallel system. These systems enhance the
representation of different groups and provide opportunities for small
parties to be represented without leading to party fragmentation or
governmental instability. Additionally, they offer clear flexibility and ease
of agreement due to their combination of multiple electoral formulas.
However, these systems are flawed by their relative complexity and the
possibility of two segments of elected representatives appearing due to

the presence of individual districts and proportional lists.
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The study also concluded that the mixed proportional representation
system adopted by New Zealand contributed to achieving a higher level
of proportionality and representation for small parties, while maintaining
the stability and effectiveness of governments, reflecting the success of
this system in achieving its desired goals. In the case of Japan, the
parallel system has proven relatively successful, with the main goals of
its adoption being gradually met by focusing election campaigns on
parties and policies instead of candidates. Also the development of the
party system toward a focus on two major parties, even though a full
two—party system has not yet been reached. This confirms the ability of
mixed electoral systems to combine the advantages of majority and
proportional representation systems and contribute to reducing their

disadvantages.

Keywords: Mixed electoral systems, Parallel system, Mixed proportional

representation system, New Zealand, Japan.
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