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Abstract

This research seeks to analyze the mechanisms of conflict
management within the European Union by examining the role of
key decision-making institutions, such as the European Council,
the European Commission, and the European Parliament. It also
evaluates the overlap in their competences and the extent to which
this affects the effectiveness of the EU’s response to international
conflicts. The study is based on three main methodological
approaches: the inductive approach, to trace the evolution of EU
conflict management policies; the comparative approach, to
identify divergences and intersections among the Union’s
institutions; and the functionalist approach, to understand how
these institutions contribute to promoting European integration in
this domain. Furthermore, the research explores the nature of the
international conflicts the EU faces and analyzes its responses
through the lenses of neorealism and neoliberalism. The findings
reveal a clear divergence between the two theoretical perspectives:
while neorealism emphasizes the constraints imposed by national
sovereignty, neoliberalism argues that institutional frameworks
can, over time, enhance cooperation and strengthen the Union’s
effectiveness. The study concludes that the future of the EU’s
conflict management depends on its ability to strike a balance
between the demands of national sovereignty and the imperatives
of institutional integration.

Keywords: European Union — EU Decision-Making —
Conflict Management Mechanisms — European Conflicts —
Neorealism — Neoliberalism
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