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Interpretation the «Basmalay in the «Islamic Cultural Heritage)

Abstract:

The «Basmala» has received wide attention from scholars, both
ancient and modern, due to its significance in our Sharia, as well as in the
Sharia of those who preceded us. Because of this importance, the
«Basmala» has been the subject of extensive disagreement among
scholars; regarding whether it is an ayah in the «Quran» or not? And
what legal rulings relate to its recitation aloud in prayer or silently, or not
reciting it at all? Moreover, there are questions regarding the linguistic
meanings related to the (b) in (Bism)—is it a noun or a verb? Can it be
dependent on something that precedes or follows it? Regarding the
derivation of (name), is it from (sima) or (sama)? And concerning the
divine name ¢Allah), is it derived or is it a fixed term denoting the exalted
self, non-derived? If it is derived, from what is it derived? Regarding the
phrases {the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate), what is the
difference between them? What is the reason for one preceding the other?
Scholars have also disagreed about the addition of (the name) in
(Bismillah), and whether (name) is identical to (the named) or contrary
to it? This discussion has resulted in a (doctrinal disagreement) that
highlights the significance of the «Basmala» in the «Quran», indeed, in
our entire «Islamic Culture».

Everyone has dealt with the «Basmala» from a perspective that
aligns with a (jurisprudential school) they have adopted, or a (doctrinal
orientation) they believe in and consider true. However, the reality is that
this (cultural heritage) is the primary driving force behind the process of
(Interpretation). The (process of Interpretation) does not occur in a
vacuum; rather, it is bound by data that builds perceptions and premises
that lead to conclusions, and sometimes — despite the errors therein — to
pre-existing conclusions that require logical premises. Here, the role of
«culture» emerges as (that complex whole that encompasses
knowledge, beliefs, arts, ethics, law, and customs...) — according to
«Edward Tylor»’s definition — in determining interests and directing
interpretations. «Culture» is (the secret code) that can identify and
explain, and at times even predict, and perhaps even go beyond all of that
to become (the actual law) that governs, and thus serves as (the standard
of right and wrong) regarding what we believe to be truths and what
perceptions we adopt. This has become apparent in the way most
«scholars» have approached the «Basmala» as this research aims to
highlight.

Keywords:
(The Basmala, The Quran, Cultural heritage, Islamic heritage, Islamic
cultural heritage, The process of Interpretation, In the name of Allah).
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