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Abstract:

This research attempts to examine the concept of
(symbolism) in the poetry of ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-
Hammani al-Kafi (d. between 245-260 AH), one of the
Shi‘ite poets who lived during the second century of
the Abbasid era. His poetry reflects the *Shi‘ite
current of thought*, which the political authorities of
that time viewed as a threat to their rule, leading them
to persecute its followers through various means of
oppression and violence.

The *emergence of symbolism* in al-Hammani’s
poetry can thus be seen as a natural response to the
harsh political conditions of his age. Being a Shi‘ite
poet affiliated with the ‘Alawite faction that opposed
the Abbasid authority, he found himself surrounded by
restrictions on freedom of expression. Consequently,
he resorted to symbolism as an “*artistic strategy*
through which he could express his religious and
political stances *indirectly*.

The significance of this study lies in uncovering the
symbolic elements employed by al-Hammani in his
poetry, in order to reveal their profound *religious and
political dimensions. The research is structured into
four main sections, preceded by an **introduction*
that outlines the importance and framework of the
study, as well as a *preliminary chapter* that provides
a brief biography of the poet and clarifies the concept
of symbolism and its relation to poetry. The research
concludes with a *summary of findings, the most
important of which is that al-Hammani succeeded in
using symbolism  with  remarkable artistic  skill.
Through suggestive and allusive language, he managed
to convey his religious and political views without
direct expression—demonstrating his **deep
awareness and mastery of symbolic language* in
service of his poetic vision.

Keywords:

Poetic Symbolism; al-Hammani’s Poetry; Shi‘ite
and Opposition Poets; Third-Century Hijri Poets;
Abbasid Era; Religious and Political Dimensions in
Abbasid Poetry.
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