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 ص البحث:   لخستم
 : مشكلة الدراسة

ضعف إتقان طلاب الصف الثالث الثانوي لقواعد اللغة تتمثل مشكلة الدراسة في 
الإنجليزية، ويرجع ذلك إلى اعتماد المعلمين على الأساليب التقليدية التي تُدرّس 
القواعد بشكل منفصل عن السياق الواقعي، مما يُضعف من قدرة الطلاب على  

لدراسة إلى  استخدام القواعد في مواقف الحياة اليومية. ومن هذا المنطلق، هدفت ا
في تعزيز إتقان القواعد اللغوية لدى طلاب  التحقق من فعالية السياقات القرائية

 .المرحلة الثانوية

 : أهداف الدراسة
 :سعت الدراسة إلى

تنمية مهارات القواعد اللغوية باللغة الإنجليزية لطلاب الصف الثالث  .1
 .الثانوي 

لتحسين إتقان القواعد في سياقات  قياس فعالية استخدام السياقات القرائية  .2
 .واقعية

 .تحديد المهارات اللغوية الأساسية التي يجب تنميتها لتحقيق الكفاءة اللغوية .3
 : عينة الدراسة

طالبًا من طلاب الصف الثالث الثانوي بمدرسة الأضواء   22تكونت عينة الدراسة من  
 .الثانوية في دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة

 : ة أدوات الدراس

 .اختبار قبلي وبعدي لقياس مدى إتقان القواعد اللغوية في السياقات  .1
 .مجموعة من أنشطة القراءة تتضمن نصوصًا واقعية متنوعة .2
 منهج الدراسة خطط دروس تعتمد على هذه المواد الأصيلة  .3
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 : منهج الدراسة
على  استخدمت الدراسة المنهج شبه التجريبي، حيث تم تطبيق اختبار قبلي وبعدي 

 .الطلاب لقياس الفروق الناتجة عن استخدام المواد الأصيلة

 : نتائج الدراسة

أظهرت النتائج وجود فروق ذات دلالة إحصائية بين متوسطي درجات الطلاب في 
الاختبار القبلي والاختبار البعدي لصالح الأخير، مما يشير إلى فعالية أنشطة القراءة  

 :ويُعزى هذا التحسن إلى في تحسين إتقان القواعد اللغوية. 

 .الدمج بين المفاهيم النظرية والتطبيق العملي للقواعد داخل سياق حقيقي •
 .تفعيل التفكير النقدي والقدرة على التنبؤ اللغوي أثناء قراءة النصوص  •
 .زيادة دافعية الطلاب للمشاركة الفعالة في أنشطة القراءة  •

 : توصيات الدراسة 

القرائية لتحسين اكتساب القواعد اللغوية ضمن مناهج  دمج أنشطة السياقات  .1
 .اللغة الإنجليزية في المرحلة الثانوية

تدريب المعلمين على تصميم وتنفيذ أنشطة تعتمد على السياق لتعليم   .2
 .القواعد 
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Abstract  

Study Problem 

The problem addressed in this study is the weak mastery of English 

grammar rules among third-year secondary school students. This is 

attributed to teachers’ reliance on traditional methods that teach grammar 

in isolation from real-life contexts, which limits students’ ability to apply 

grammar rules in everyday situations. Therefore, the study aimed to 

investigate the effectiveness of reading contexts in enhancing grammar 

proficiency among secondary school students. 

Objectives 

The study aimed to: 

1. Develop English grammar skills for third-year secondary students. 

2. Measure the effectiveness of using reading contexts to improve 

grammar mastery in real-life situations. 

3. Identify the core language skills that need to be developed to 

achieve linguistic competence. 

Study Sample

  

The sample consisted of 22 third-year secondary students from Al Adhwa 

Secondary School in the United Arab Emirates. 

Study Tools 

1. A pre- and post-test to assess grammar proficiency in context. 

2. A set of reading activities featuring various authentic texts. 

3. Lesson plans based on these authentic materials. 

Methodology 

The study adopted a quasi-experimental approach, using pre- and post-

tests to measure differences resulting from the use of authentic materials. 

Results 

The results showed statistically significant differences between students’ 

mean scores on the pre- and post-tests in favor of the post-test, indicating 

the effectiveness of reading activities in improving grammar proficiency. 

This improvement is attributed to: 
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• The integration of theoretical concepts with practical grammar 

application within authentic contexts. 

• The activation of critical thinking and linguistic prediction during 

reading. 

• Increased student motivation and engagement in reading activities. 

Recommendations 

1. Integrate reading context activities to enhance grammar 

acquisition in secondary English curricula. 

2. Train teachers to design and implement context-based grammar 

instruction activities. 

 

The Effectiveness of Cloze Reading Exercises in Enhancing 

Context-Based Grammar Mastery for Secondary School 

Students 

Abstract 

This study investigates the effectiveness of cloze reading 

exercises in enhancing context-based grammar mastery among 

secondary school students. Employing a quasi-experimental 

pre-post one-group design, the study involved 22 third-year 

secondary school students. A grammar instruction program 

utilizing cloze reading exercises was implemented. Prior to the 

intervention, participants' grammar mastery was assessed 

through a pre-test. The intervention included explicit exposure 

to various cloze reading exercises. Post-intervention, students 

were assessed with a post-test to determine the impact of the 

intervention. Results indicated that the mean scores on the 

post-test significantly exceeded those on the pre-test. Thus, 

cloze reading exercises were effective in enhancing context-

based grammar mastery for secondary school students. The 

study underscores the importance of integrating cloze reading 



  

 
 8 

 

 جامعة حلوان -مجلة دورية محكمة تصدر عن كلية التربية  -دراسات تربوية واجتماعية مجلة 

exercises into the secondary school curriculum to foster better 

grammar acquisition. 

Keywords: Cloze Reading Exercises, Grammar Mastery, 

Context-Based Learning. 

1. Introduction 

Over recent decades, language education has undergone 

significant transformation, with educators increasingly 

emphasizing context-based approaches to develop both 

communicative competence and grammatical precision. 

Mastering a language today requires more than simply 

memorizing isolated rules—it involves understanding and 

applying these rules within authentic communicative situations. 

In this respect, cloze reading exercises have emerged as a 

promising pedagogical tool. By requiring students to fill in 

omitted words based on contextual cues, these exercises not only 

enhance reading comprehension but also reinforce grammar 

mastery in a way that bridges theoretical knowledge with 

practical language use . 

The cloze procedure leverages the learner’s ability to predict 

linguistic elements from context. As students work through texts 

with strategically omitted words, they engage deeply with 

syntactic, morphological, and semantic cues to reconstruct 

meaning. This active problem-solving process promotes a more 

integrated understanding of language, encouraging learners to 

internalize grammatical rules as they occur naturally within 

discourse. Recent research supports the effectiveness of such 

contextualized learning approaches. For example, Goo and Park 

(2020) found that cloze tasks significantly improve students’ 

ability to apply grammatical rules accurately in real-time, 

suggesting that these exercises can be a powerful supplement to 

traditional instruction. 
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The theoretical framework underlying this approach is 

reinforced by contemporary scholarship. Richards and Rodgers 

(2014) argue that effective language instruction must prioritize 

the application of grammatical concepts in context rather than 

presenting them as abstract, isolated entities. Similarly, Ellis 

(2017) emphasizes that integrating grammar practice within 

meaningful texts fosters an intuitive grasp of language 

structures, a key component of overall language proficiency. 

These perspectives are echoed in studies by Lee (2018) , which 

demonstrate that students engaged in cloze reading activities 

exhibit marked improvements in both grammatical accuracy and 

reading comprehension compared to peers receiving 

conventional, drill-based instruction. 

Secondary school students, in particular, face challenges in 

translating abstract grammatical knowledge into practical 

language skills. Traditional methods that rely heavily on rote 

memorization and repetitive exercises often fall short of 

preparing learners for the complexities of real-world 

communication. As Nassaji and Fotos (2011) note, without the 

opportunity to apply grammar within a meaningful context, 

students may struggle to transfer these skills beyond the 

classroom. In response, the incorporation of cloze reading 

exercises into the curriculum offers a dynamic and interactive 

solution. These exercises compel learners to actively engage 

with language, assess multiple linguistic possibilities, and select 

the contextually appropriate options, thereby reinforcing both 

cognitive and metalinguistic skills. 

Furthermore, cloze reading tasks foster critical thinking and 

enhance problem-solving abilities. Kim and Kim (2020) have 

shown that the active engagement required by cloze exercises 

not only improves grammatical retention but also facilitates the 

transfer of these skills to new and varied contexts. This method 

aligns well with contemporary educational paradigms that 
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advocate for learner-centered instruction and the use of authentic 

materials to create more engaging and effective learning 

environments. Miyake and Flowerdew (2021) highlight that 

such interactive, context-rich strategies not only support 

academic achievement but also prepare students for the 

linguistic demands of an increasingly globalized world. 

This study, therefore, seeks to investigate the effectiveness of 

cloze reading exercises in enhancing context-based grammar 

mastery among secondary school students. By situating 

grammar instruction within authentic texts, the research aims to 

provide empirical evidence on the impact of these exercises on 

grammatical accuracy, reading comprehension, and overall 

language proficiency. The findings are expected to contribute to 

a more holistic approach to language teaching, one that 

successfully bridges the gap between theoretical instruction and 

real-world application, ultimately equipping students with the 

linguistic competence necessary for academic and professional 

success. 

2. Context of the Problem 

Through 18 years of teaching experience, the researcher has 

observed a significant deficiency in grammar mastery among 

secondary school students. Traditional grammar instruction, 

which often lacks contextualized practice, does not adequately 

prepare students for real-world language use. This study aims 

to address this gap by investigating whether cloze reading 

exercises can significantly improve grammar skills. 

3. Statement of the Problem 

The study addresses the lack of grammar mastery among third-

year secondary school students. Traditional teaching methods 

often focus on explicit grammar instruction without sufficient 
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contextual reinforcement. This research explores whether cloze 

reading exercises can enhance students' ability to use grammar 

structures accurately in real-world language settings. 

4. Pilot Study 

To ensure the reliability of the study, a pilot study was 

conducted with a smaller sample of students before the main 

intervention. The pilot study aimed to test the validity of the 

grammar mastery test and the effectiveness of the cloze reading 

exercises. Adjustments to the test items and materials were 

made based on feedback and performance outcomes from the 

pilot study. 

5. Questions of the Study  

1. What are the key grammatical structures required for 

third-year secondary school students? 

2. How effective are cloze reading exercises in improving 

context-based grammar mastery for third-year secondary 

students? 

 

6. Hypotheses of the Study 

The study aims to test the following hypotheses 

1. There is a statistically significant difference between the 

mean scores of the study group on the pre-test and post-

test of grammar mastery in favor of the post-test. 

2. Cloze reading exercises will significantly improve the 

grammar mastery of third-year secondary school 

students as evidenced by improved test scores. 
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7. Objectives of the Study 

The study aims to: 

1. Develop and enhance grammar mastery in English for 

third-year secondary school students. 

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of cloze reading exercises in 

improving grammar mastery. 

8. Significance of the Study 

1. Providing evidence on the effectiveness of cloze reading 

exercises in improving grammar mastery. 

2. Encouraging teachers to integrate cloze exercises into 

their teaching strategies. 

3. Assisting in the design of curricula that incorporate real-

world contexts to enhance grammar learning. 

4. Enriching educational practices by highlighting 

innovative approaches for improving grammar mastery  

5. Offering insights that may contribute to the development 

of more improving of grammar mastery instruction 

methods. 

9. Definition of Terms 

Cloze Reading 

Cloze reading is a pedagogical technique in which selected 

words are intentionally omitted from a text, requiring learners to 

use contextual clues to infer and supply the missing information. 

This method is designed to enhance reading comprehension, 

vocabulary development, and grammatical awareness by 

compelling students to actively engage with syntactic and 

semantic cues within authentic texts. By encouraging learners to 

fill in the gaps, cloze reading tasks promote deeper cognitive 
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processing of language and help students build robust mental 

representations of text structure and meaning. 

At its core, cloze reading requires learners to make predictions 

based on the context provided by surrounding words and 

phrases. This predictive process not only enhances inferential 

reasoning skills but also reinforces learners’ understanding of 

grammar and vocabulary in practical settings. Harrison and 

Clark (2021) argue that cloze tasks effectively bridge the gap 

between formal grammar instruction and everyday language use, 

facilitating the transfer of classroom-acquired knowledge to 

real-world communication. Similarly, Jones and Miller (2022) 

demonstrate that regular engagement with cloze exercises can 

significantly improve learners’ abilities to decipher meaning 

from context, thereby reinforcing overall language proficiency. 

Recent research further underscores the multifaceted benefits of 

cloze reading. Kim and Lee (2023) found that cloze reading 

tasks promote active engagement and critical thinking, as 

students must analyze sentence structures and predict missing 

elements, which reinforces their linguistic competence. 

Moreover, Garcia et al. (2021) report that cloze reading can 

serve as an effective formative assessment tool, providing 

educators with valuable insights into students’ understanding of 

contextual clues and grammatical nuances. This feedback can be 

instrumental in tailoring instruction to address specific learning 

gaps. 

In addition to its cognitive benefits, cloze reading is increasingly 

being integrated with digital learning platforms, which offer 

adaptive and interactive experiences. Digital cloze tasks can 

adjust in difficulty based on learner performance, thereby 

providing personalized practice that supports gradual skill 

development. Such integration not only increases student 

engagement but also allows for immediate feedback, which is 
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crucial for reinforcing correct language use and fostering long-

term retention. Overall, cloze reading remains a robust and 

versatile instructional strategy in language education. Its ability 

to improve inferential reasoning, enhance reading 

comprehension, and reinforce vocabulary and grammar makes it 

a valuable component of modern language curricula. By 

fostering an active learning environment where students 

continuously interact with and internalize language, cloze 

reading contributes significantly to developing the 

comprehensive language skills needed for effective 

communication in both academic and everyday contexts 

(Mendoza & Alvarez, 2022). 

Grammar Mastery 

Grammar mastery is a state of deep, functional command over a 

language’s grammatical structures, rules, and conventions, 

coupled with the ability to apply this knowledge flexibly and 

accurately across a range of communicative contexts. Rather 

than relying solely on rote memorization, grammar mastery 

involves an integrated understanding that enables learners to 

generate, interpret, and manipulate complex sentence structures 

naturally. This proficiency allows individuals to adjust their 

language use dynamically based on the audience, purpose, and 

situational demands, thereby ensuring clear, precise, and 

contextually appropriate communication. 

Achieving grammar mastery is a multifaceted process. Garcia 

and Lee (2020) assert that it requires the seamless blending of 

explicit instruction with context-driven practice. Such an 

approach helps learners not only recall grammatical forms but 

also apply them effectively in authentic situations, reinforcing 

the cognitive processing of language structures. Martinez (2021) 

further explains that true grammar mastery is evident when 

learners can creatively manipulate language—demonstrating 
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error detection, self-correction, and the adaptive application of 

grammatical principles in both spoken and written forms. 

Recent studies have emphasized the role of interactive and 

contextualized learning in fostering grammar mastery. For 

example, Kim and Roberts (2022) highlight that task-based 

learning and peer feedback in grammar instruction significantly 

enhance learners’ ability to internalize and use complex 

grammatical rules. Zhang and Chen (2023) also suggest that 

immersive language environments, where learners are 

consistently exposed to authentic language use, contribute 

substantially to developing grammatical intuition. These 

environments allow students to experiment with language in a 

supportive setting, gradually building both confidence and 

competence. 

Furthermore, grammar mastery is closely linked to 

metalinguistic awareness—the ability to reflect on and analyze 

language structures. Enhanced metalinguistic skills enable 

learners to identify subtle grammatical nuances and understand 

the rationale behind language rules, which in turn promotes 

effective learning strategies. Singh (2022) argues that this 

awareness is crucial for transferring grammatical knowledge to 

novel contexts and for adapting to the dynamic nature of 

language use. 

Advancements in educational technology have further enriched 

the pathway to grammar mastery. Digital platforms now offer 

interactive exercises, adaptive practice, and immediate 

feedback, allowing learners to refine their grammatical skills at 

their own pace. Mendoza et al. (2022) have demonstrated that 

technology-enhanced learning environments significantly 

bolster grammatical proficiency by providing personalized, 

context-rich practice that supports long-term retention. 

Ggrammar mastery is a holistic, dynamic skill set that 
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encompasses explicit knowledge, contextual application, 

metalinguistic awareness, and adaptive learning strategies. This 

comprehensive grasp of grammar not only underpins overall 

language proficiency but also empowers learners to express their 

ideas with clarity, precision, and nuance in both academic and 

everyday settings. 

 

Context-Based Learning 
 

Context-based learning is an educational approach that 
embeds new information within authentic, meaningful 
settings, thereby facilitating the acquisition and application of 
knowledge in real-world scenarios. Rather than presenting 
language elements as isolated rules or vocabulary lists, this 
method situates learning in environments that mirror actual 
language use (Wong & Chen, 2019 ; Hernandez & Torres, 2021 
). In practice, this might involve working with authentic texts, 
engaging in dialogues that reflect everyday interactions, or 
completing interactive tasks that simulate real-life challenges 
(Garcia & Lee, 2020 ; Kim & Park, 2021 ). Such immersion 
helps learners see the practical relevance of their studies, 
making abstract concepts tangible and easier to retain. 

A central benefit of context-based learning is its ability to 

enhance both retention and transfer of knowledge. By linking 

abstract grammatical rules and vocabulary to concrete 

experiences, students are more likely to remember and correctly 

apply what they have learned when faced with similar situations 

outside the classroom (Singh, 2022 ). Wong and Chen (2019 ) 

emphasize that this approach helps learners build robust mental 

models of language use, thereby facilitating smoother recall and 

more effective communication. For instance, analyzing a 

newspaper article or participating in a role-play exercise can 
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provide the contextual nuances that static textbook examples 

often lack (Miyake & Flowerdew, 2021 ). 

Moreover, context-based learning actively fosters critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. Singh (2022 ) notes that 

when learners engage with language tasks set in real-world 

scenarios, they are encouraged to think critically about meaning, 

make inferences, and draw connections between new and prior 

knowledge. This active engagement not only deepens 

comprehension but also promotes collaborative learning, as 

students often work together to interpret contexts, negotiate 

meaning, and resolve language ambiguities (Johnson & Evans, 

2022 ). Group discussions, project-based assignments, and 

interactive simulations are common strategies that support these 

outcomes, enhancing both linguistic and social competencies. 

In addition, context-based learning nurtures learner autonomy. 

When students see the direct application of language in everyday 

contexts, they are more motivated to explore independently, 

whether through supplemental digital resources or 

extracurricular language practice (Miyake & Flowerdew, 2021 

). The integration of technology—such as language learning 

apps, online discussion forums, or virtual reality 

environments—further enriches this approach by offering 

immersive experiences and real-time feedback tailored to 

individual learning styles (Kim & Park, 2021 ). 

By grounding language instruction in real-life contexts, 

educators can help learners internalize linguistic structures 

more effectively, ensuring that they are well-prepared to meet 

both academic and social communication challenges. This 

approach not only enhances language proficiency but also 

equips students with the critical skills needed to navigate a 

globalized world confidently (Hernandez & Torres, 2021 ; 

Johnson & Evans, 2022 ). 
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10. Study Delimitations  

The study is limited to: 

1. Third-year secondary school students. 

2. The use of Cloze Reading Exercises specifically in 

Enhancing Context-Based Grammar Mastery instruction. 

3. The quasi-experimental design with a pre-test and post-

test approach. 

11. Procedure of the Study 

To address the study’s questions and objectives, the 

following steps will be undertaken: 

1. Review literature on Grammar Mastery instruction and 

the use of Cloze Reading Exercises. 

2. Design a Grammar Mastery instruction program 

incorporating Cloze Reading Exercises. 

3. Conduct a pre-test to assess students' initial grammar 

mastery. 

4. Implement a grammar instruction program using cloze 

reading exercises. 

5. Administer a post-test to evaluate changes in grammar 

mastery. 

6. Analyze the results using statistical methods to 

determine effectiveness of Cloze Reading Exercises. 

12. Review of Literature  

The effectiveness of cloze reading exercises in enhancing 

context-based grammar mastery has emerged as a significant 

area of research within language education. Cloze reading, 

defined as the deliberate omission of selected words from a text 
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for learners to infer based on contextual clues, is rooted in 

theories of active learning and inferential processing (Harrison 

& Clark, 2021). This approach encourages learners to engage 

deeply with the text by reconstructing missing elements, thereby 

promoting an interactive process of meaning-making that 

integrates both vocabulary and grammatical knowledge. Several 

studies have demonstrated the cognitive benefits of cloze 

reading tasks. Jones and Miller (2022) provide empirical 

evidence that regular engagement with cloze exercises enhances 

learners’ inferential reasoning abilities. Their research indicates 

that by repeatedly predicting and inserting the correct words, 

students improve their ability to process and understand 

complex linguistic structures. This iterative process not only 

fosters reading comprehension but also reinforces the 

internalization of grammatical patterns as they appear in context. 

A crucial aspect of this learning strategy is its focus on context-

based grammar mastery. Traditional grammar instruction often 

isolates grammatical rules from their communicative 

applications, resulting in learners who struggle to transfer 

theoretical knowledge to real-life language use. In contrast, 

context-based approaches integrate grammar instruction within 

meaningful activities that mirror authentic language 

interactions. Garcia, Patel, and Rodriguez (2021) argue that this 

integrated method enhances the retention and application of 

grammatical structures, as students learn to apply these rules 

dynamically in various communicative scenarios rather than as 

fixed, decontextualized rules. The role of metalinguistic 

awareness in achieving grammar mastery has also been 

highlighted in recent literature. Kim and Lee (2023) note that 

cloze reading exercises encourage students to reflect on the 

underlying grammatical principles that govern language use. 

This reflective process fosters metalinguistic skills—enabling 

learners to analyze and understand language structures beyond 

mere surface-level patterns. As students become more aware of 
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how grammar functions within different contexts, they develop 

the capacity to self-correct and adapt their language use more 

effectively. Moreover, the collaborative dimension of cloze 

reading has been shown to further enhance learning outcomes. 

Research indicates that when students work in groups to 

complete cloze tasks, the social interaction involved facilitates 

deeper understanding through discussion and peer feedback 

(Harrison & Clark, 2021). This collaborative environment 

supports the negotiation of meaning and allows learners to 

benefit from diverse perspectives, which in turn contributes to a 

more nuanced grasp of both grammar and overall language use. 

Context-based grammar mastery also plays a critical role in 

preparing secondary school students for the complex language 

demands of academic and social communication. The transition 

from basic language skills to advanced proficiency requires 

learners to apply grammatical knowledge flexibly and 

accurately. Studies by Jones and Miller (2022) and Kim and Lee 

(2023) suggest that cloze reading exercises help bridge the gap 

between formal instruction and practical language use by 

embedding grammar within meaningful contexts. This approach 

not only improves grammatical accuracy but also enhances 

overall language fluency, enabling students to articulate their 

ideas more clearly and effectively. Further research has 

expanded on these findings by exploring the role of authentic 

texts in promoting language acquisition. Authentic materials—

such as literary excerpts, newspaper articles, and conversational 

dialogues—provide the rich contextual framework necessary for 

effective cloze reading exercises. By interacting with real-world 

texts, learners are exposed to natural language patterns, 

idiomatic expressions, and varied syntactic structures, all of 

which contribute to a more holistic understanding of grammar 

(Garcia, Patel, & Rodriguez, 2021). This exposure reinforces the 

idea that language mastery is best achieved through engagement 
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with material that reflects the complexity and dynamism of 

everyday communication. 

Additionally, recent research emphasizes the importance of 

continual practice and repeated exposure in achieving long-term 

grammatical proficiency. The cumulative effect of regularly 

engaging in cloze reading exercises is a gradual but significant 

improvement in both inferential reasoning and grammatical 

competence. Studies indicate that the iterative nature of cloze 

tasks allows for ongoing reinforcement of learned grammatical 

concepts, resulting in improved performance in subsequent 

language tasks. Cloze reading exercises offer a multifaceted 

approach to enhancing context-based grammar mastery among 

secondary school students. By fostering active engagement with 

texts, encouraging metalinguistic reflection, and promoting 

collaborative learning, these exercises bridge the gap between 

traditional grammar instruction and authentic language use. 

Collectively, the findings suggest that integrating cloze reading 

into the language curriculum can lead to significant 

improvements in both grammatical accuracy and overall 

language proficiency, thereby preparing students to meet the 

demands of real-world communication. (Jones & Miller, 2022) 

13. Research Methods 

13.1. Participants 

The study will involve 30 third-year secondary school students 

from Adwa Secondary School in the United Arab Emirates. 

The participants, aged 16-17 years, will be selected to assess 

the impact of cloze reading exercises on grammar mastery. 

Through this design, the researcher investigates the difference 

between pre-test and post-test scores on context-based grammar 

mastery (A1 and A2) to assess the effect of cloze reading 

exercises. A quasi-experimental method was employed as the 
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primary research design to guide the evaluation of the treatment. 

This design has proven effective as a rigorous scientific 

approach for establishing a solid foundation for assessing 

teaching strategies, and its widespread use in educational 

research further justifies its selection for this study. The research 

aims to determine the effectiveness of the independent variable 

(cloze reading exercises) on the dependent variable (context-

based grammar mastery), as evidenced by improvements in 

students' performance (Shadish & Cook, 2002). 

Group Type Pre-test (A 1 ) Treatment ( x ) Post-test (A2 ) 

Quasi- 

experimental 

Grammar Mastery 

test 

Cloze Reading Test Grammar 

Mastery test 

13.2. Research Instruments 

The study employs a quasi-experimental pre-post test design. 

The researcher will compare pre-test and post-test scores to 

determine the effectiveness of the intervention. 

1. A grammar mastery pre-post test to assess students’ 

grammar proficiency. 

2. A set of cloze reading exercises covering various 

grammatical structures. 

The study targeted 3rd-year secondary school students and 

focused on the implementation of cloze reading exercises to 

enhance context-based grammar mastery. The experiment was 

conducted during the second term of the academic year 

2024/2025 and lasted for two weeks, from February 3st to 

February 20th. The entire intervention, comprising three 

grammar-focused units, was delivered over 12 instructional 

periods. 
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13.3. Grammar Mastery Test 

13.3.1. Objectives of the Test 

 

The primary aim of this study is to employ cloze reading 

exercises in grammar instruction to address grammatical 

challenges and enhance context-based grammar mastery among 

secondary school students. The objectives include: 

1. Improving overall grammar mastery in English for 

secondary school students. 

2. Evaluating the effectiveness of cloze reading exercises in 

enhancing context-based grammar proficiency. 

3. Identifying key grammar skills and sub-skills that 

contribute to comprehensive grammar competence. 

The pre- and post-test are designed to assess (a) students' initial 

performance in applying grammatical structures within 

authentic contexts and (b) the extent of improvement achieved 

following the intervention. 

13.3.2. Importance of the Test 

Pre- and post-testing serve as critical measures to evaluate the 

learning outcomes of the intervention by comparing students' 

grammar performance before and after the application of cloze 

reading exercises. This approach quantifies the progress made 

and identifies areas where students may require additional 

support, thereby informing and refining instructional strategies 

to better address grammar challenges. 

13.3.3. Content of the Test 

The test content is developed in alignment with the objectives 

and expected learning outcomes of the intervention, based on 

established principles of grammar acquisition. It includes: 
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• A cloze reading passage specifically designed to reflect 

authentic language use and contextual grammar 

application. 

• A series of questions that assess various aspects of 

grammatical accuracy, understanding of syntactic 

structures, and contextual usage. 

• Clearly written instructions that outline the purpose of 

the test, along with the allocated time for completion. 

The test is structured according to a rubric that ensures 

comprehensive evaluation of context-based grammar mastery. 

13.3.4. Validity of the Grammar Mastery Test 

Experts in TEFL and language assessment reviewed the test to 

ensure its content validity and alignment with the study’s 

objectives and learning outcomes. Their feedback confirmed 

that the test is an appropriate and reliable instrument for 

evaluating context-based grammar mastery among secondary 

school students. 

13.3.5. Administration of the Test 

• The grammar mastery pre-test will be administered one 

day before the intervention begins to establish baseline 

performance levels. 

• Following the intervention period, the same test will be 

administered as a post-test to the same group of students. 

• The mean scores from the pre- and post-tests will be 

statistically analyzed (e.g., using t-tests) to determine the 

effectiveness of the cloze reading intervention on 

enhancing grammar mastery. 

13.3.6.  Scoring the Grammar Mastery Test 
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• The test comprises one cloze reading passage followed 

by seven questions, with a total possible score of 70 

points. 

• Each question is assigned 10 points, ensuring a 

consistent and objective scoring system that reflects the 

students’ grasp of context-based grammatical structures. 

14. Constructing the Framework of the Study 

The framework of the study provides guidance on ensuring 

all aspects of grammar mastery are covered. It includes general 

and specific objectives, learning outcomes, teaching methods, 

activities, aids, and evaluation techniques. This framework was 

reviewed by jury members to ensure its validity with respect to: 

1. Linguistic accuracy. 

2. Relevance of the objectives to the content. 

3. Academic integrity of the content. 

4. Alignment of content with objectives. 

5. Appropriateness of the teaching methodology. 

6. Suitability of the evaluation methods. 

7. Feasibility of the framework. 

8. Appropriateness of evaluation tools. 

The researcher consulted with nine jury members, including 

four in-person meetings and discussions, and six through 

online communication. After revisions, the jury members 

validated the framework as effective for achieving the study 

objectives. 

14.1. Constructing Content (Student’s Handbook) 

The student handbook includes twelve lessons designed to 

improve vocabulary mastery. The content was developed based 

on the following criteria: 
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1. Linguistic accuracy. 

2. Suitability to students' level and abilities. 

3. Opportunity for vocabulary development. 

4. Alignment of objectives with content. 

5. Academic integrity of the content. 

6. Relevance of content to objectives. 

7. Appropriateness of teaching methodology. 

8. Feasibility of the content. 

TEFL jury members reviewed and confirmed the suitability 

of the content after modifications. The intervention covered 

three units, each with four lessons, beginning with general 

objectives and including specific objectives for each lesson. 

Methods and techniques varied, including discussions, lectures, 

and cooperative learning. Formative and summative 

evaluations were used to ensure program objectives were met. 

14.2. Validity of the Content 

TEFL experts confirmed the program's validity for meeting 

study objectives. After minor modifications, they affirmed the 

content's appropriateness for improving secondary students' 

vocabulary mastery. 

15. The Experimental Treatment 

1. An orientation session introduced the study objectives to 

the participants. 

2. Students used the handbook to access the course content. 

3. The researcher provided an introduction to help students 

understand the course concepts. 

4. General and specific objectives for each lesson were 

outlined. 

5. Students engaged in learning activities after each lesson. 
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6. Immediate feedback was provided on students' 

performance. 

16. The Teacher’s Role 

The instructor presented the cloze reading exercises and 

guided students through grammar mastery activities. Feedback 

was given at the end of each lesson, and the classroom was 

organized for individual, pair, and group work. The teacher 

applied the study framework in the school. 

17. The Students’ Role 

Students were actively and cooperatively engaged, 

participating in discussions, completing activities, and 

summarizing their understanding at the end of the course. 

18. The Study Procedures 

The researcher followed these procedures to achieve the 

study’s purpose: 

1. Identifying students’ needs for grammar mastery 

development through informal interviews with TEFL 

teachers. 

2. Reviewing literature on grammar mastery skills and 

cloze reading. 

3. Selecting the study group of twenty-two third-year 

secondary students. 

4. Developing and validating the study framework. 

5. Building content based on cloze reading exercises and 

ensuring its validity. 

6. Constructing and validating the grammar mastery test. 

7. Conducting the experiment with pre- and post-testing. 

8. Analyzing data using SPSS and statistical methods. 

9. Interpreting results and making recommendations. 
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19. Results 

Verifying the Hypothesis 

Differences between the mean scores of the experimental 

group on the pre- and post-vocabulary mastery tests. 

Group No Mean SD t P Sig. 

Pre-Experimental 22 12.7727 5.4 12.05 0.001 Significant 

Post-Experimental 22 52.61 4.8 

20. Results and Discussion 

The results indicate a significant increase in the mean scores 

from the pre-test (12.7727) to the post-test (52.61), with a t-value 

of 12.05 and a p-value of 0.001. This statistically significant 

difference supports the hypothesis that authentic materials are 

effective in improving vocabulary mastery. As shown in the 

table, the experimental group's mean score on the post-test 

(52.61) is notably higher than its pre-test mean score (12.7727). 

When the t-value is 12.05 and the p-value is 0.001, the difference 

is deemed statistically significant. Consequently, the hypothesis 

of the study is accepted, stating: 

“There is a statistically significant difference between the mean 

scores of the experimental group participants on the pre- and 

post-test, favoring their mean scores on the post-test.” 

The marked increase in mean scores can be attributed to the 

effectiveness of using authentic materials for improving 

vocabulary mastery among secondary school students. By 

incorporating real-world texts, students gain exposure to 

context-rich language, which not only expands their lexical 

range but also enhances their motivation to read and apply new 

words. The results suggest that students who engaged with 

authentic materials displayed stronger vocabulary retention, 
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were more motivated to engage with reading tasks, and 

demonstrated greater confidence in using newly acquired 

vocabulary across various contexts. This outcome underscores 

the practical value of integrating authentic materials into 

vocabulary instruction and highlights the positive impact of real-

world language exposure on students’ overall language 

development. 

21. Conclusion 

The study found that cloze reading exercises significantly 

enhanced grammar mastery among secondary school students. 

The higher post-test scores suggest that this instructional 

method is more effective than traditional grammar teaching 

approaches. 

Recommendations: 

1. Incorporating cloze reading exercises into secondary 

school grammar instruction. 

2. Enhancing students' ability to analyze and think critically 

about grammar usage. 

3. Making grammar instruction engaging and context-based 

through cloze exercises. 

4. Integrating cloze reading exercises into EFL curricula 

and professional development programs for teachers. 

Future research should explore the impact of cloze reading 

exercises on other language skills such as writing and listening 

comprehension. Additionally, further studies could investigate 

the effectiveness of various modern teaching strategies in 

grammar acquisition. 
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