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The Two Epithets Dw—hr and Dwdw-hr/tp in the Religious Texts of
Ancient Egypt

Ahmed Younes Mohammed
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Abstract: This paper aims to study the two epithets Dw-hr and Dwdw-hr/tp in the
religious texts of ancient Egypt. It will focus on inscriptions and scenes, written on
papyri or carved and illustrated on the walls of tombs and temples. Through a
religious-analytical reading of these scenes and inscriptions, it becomes evident that
the first form, Dw-hr, appears as a demon and as an epithet of Apophis (Apep).
Meanwhile, the second form, Dwdw-hr/tp, is exclusively associated with Apophis and
is restricted to the Books of the Netherworld, where it describes the ongoing cosmic
struggle between Ra and Apophis during the night in the afterlife. This struggle
ultimately concludes with the subjugation and neutralization of Apophis, enabling the
sun to rise the following morning, marking the beginning of a new day.

The study also aims to compare the two epithets Dw-hr and Dwdw-hr/tp, to
determine whether the role played by Dw-hr differs from that of Dwdw-hr/tp. To this
end, the researcher analyzes the occurrences of Dw-hr based on the contexts in which
the epithet appears, without adhering to a chronological arrangement of the sources.
This approach is chosen in order to examine Dw-hr specifically as a demon associated
with disease. The epithet is attested only once in a medical context—in the Leiden
Magical Papyrus I 348—before it later appears in the Book of Caverns from the New
Kingdom, and again on the inner side of the outer wall of the Temple of Edfu from
the Ptolemaic period.

In contrast, the study of Dwdw-hr/tp follows a chronological order of attestations.
This epithet first appears on the second shrine of King Tutankhamun (JE 1321) in the
Egyptian Museum in Cairo, followed by its appearance in the Book of Gates, then the
Book of Caverns, and finally in the tomb of King Ramesses IX (KV 6).

Keywords: Dw-hr- Dwdw-hr/tp- Book of Gates- Book of Caverns- The
Overthrowing of Apophis- Ra- Apophis (Apep)- Osiris.
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6 Laila Mamdouh Azzam, “Ssr and W3y: Two Ancient Egyptian Demons,” GM 227 (2010): 9.
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! Joris Frans Borghouts, The Magical Texts of Papyrus Leiden I 348, Oudheidkundige Mededelingen uit
het Rijksmuseum van Oudheden te Leiden 51 (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1971), pl. 7, rt. 7.
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Alexandre Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, 2 vols., Egyptian Religious Texts and Representations,

Bollingen Series 40:1 (New York: Pantheon Books, 1954), 119, pl. 69-69a; Henri Frankfort, The

Cenotaph of Seti I at Abydos, vol. 1l (Plates), Memoirs of the Egypt Exploration Society no. 39 (London:

Egypt Exploration Society, 1933), pl. XLVII (bottom register).

3 Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1, 129-130; Piankoff, BIFAO 43, 39, pl. CXXXV.
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2 Raymond Oliver Faulkner, “The Bremner-Rhind Papyrus-1V,” JEA 24, no. 1, (1938): 53 (33, 5-8).

3 Emile Chassinat, Le temple d’Edfou, Mémoires publiés par les membres de la Mission archéologique
frangaise au Caire, tome 6 (Le Caire: Institut francais d’archéologie orientale, 1931), 160, 7'.
Dieter Kurth, Die Inschriften des Tempels von Edfu. Abteilung I: Ubersetzungen, Band 3: Edfou VI, ed.
Dieter Kurth and others, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta [implied series: Die Inschriften des Tempels
von Edfu] (Gladbeck: PeWe-Verlag, 2014), 277.
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' Alan H. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar: being in Introduction to the Study of Hieroglyphs (Oxford:
Ashmolean Museum, 1957), 539, Sign-List (Aa2).

1ol edw AdS] dnlad) Glawmidll e
Jérdme Rizzo, “Le Terme dw comme superlatif de I’impur: 1’exemple de dw “bw,” Rd’E 58, (2007): 124.
2 Sylvie Cauville, Dendara: Le fonds hiéroglyphique au temps de Cléopatre (Paris: Cybéle, 2001), I86E.
3 Alexandre Piankoff, Les chapelles de Tout-Ankh-Amon, vol. I, Mémoires publiés par les membres de
IInstitut francais d’archéologie orientale 72 (Le Caire: IFAO, 1952), 39, pl. II; Erik Hornung, The
Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife (Ithaca & London: Cornell University Press, 1999), 80, fig. 43.
4 Piankoff, Les chapelles de Tout-Ankh-Amon, 39.
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! John Coleman Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian Unity: Cryptographic
Compositions in the Tombs of Tutankhamun, Ramesses VI, and Ramesses IX, OBO 198 (Fribourg:
Academic Press, 2004), 142.

kil callad) GBS e Bdie LB Adsall (& JsY) Ll a sb3y SNl pulail) Wiy gas
Erik Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits nach den Versionen des Neuen Reiches, Teil 1

(Text), Aegyptiaca Helvetica 7 (Genéve: Editions de Belles-Lettres, 1979), 406.
2 Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 143.
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Darnell, 7! he Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 143; Hornung, Texts zum Amduat,
Teil I: Text, Agyptologische Abhandlungen 7 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1963), 191 [No. 817].
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Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 144.
Qoo b slail) al aulS sl LS ol S (o Sydie A5 ddal) 5 Duglall Dol Gojlad (g1 pudaill iy oY)
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 144-145 kil ¢ Jgall QS (e VYO
taah e ad) allall CashyaS s calaall Gl€a L cacsd &l Hornung s cps &t <Pl O Darnell leas 5 K
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 145; Erik Hornung, “Eine

aenigmatische Wand im Grabe Ramses’ IX,” in Fis. Fecht: From und Majs. Beitrige zur Literatur, Sprache
und Kunst des Alten Agypten (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1984), 230.
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7 Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 145.
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[9] m33=sn [10] hdwt [11] jin=f, [12] b3w=s[n] [13] “p=sn m [h]tw=f m hry, sn [14] mnw m st=sn
n b3/3h».
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! Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 146.

2 Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 147.

3 Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 148; Homung, The Ancient
Egyptian Books of the Afterlife, 80.

4 Piankoff, Les chapelles de Tout-Ankh-Amon, 39.
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Piankoft, Chapelles de Tout-Ankh-Amon, vol. 11, Le Caire, 1952, pl. 1I.
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sgial) 13 Jiay Gus (YO agidll) daludl deldl e (golall Caall Dwdw-hr/tp lasdll sl jeka
hryw “mw prrw tpw m kR3bw=f 2 paill agiai Mg i gl ahldl Ll Gglany Ngara e )
b e Gadad gl 0l Gad @ LS MMaild e Gagiyl A das agild) Alla Clagaall’ iy

o) sl GBS (e Ausalall deLudl 8 3y9 5sSAal agsiall ofé Piankoff J Gk’
Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1, fig. 42, 173, fig. 46; Alexandre Piankoff, “Le tableau d’Osiris et les
Divisions V, VI et VII du Livre des Portes,” ASAE 55, (1958), 158, pl. I; Piankoff, ASAF 55, 289, fig. 5;
Piankoff, Le livre des Portes, vol. II (Le Caire: Institut Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale, 1961), 55, 86,
fig. 2.
Folil (KV. 17 a8y "I e L) Bye 6 agall 138 gl
Eugéne Lefébure, Les hypogées royaux de Thebes: Le tombeau de Séti Ier, tome II (Paris, n.d.), pls. XI—
XIII; Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits, vol. 11, in £gyptiaca Helvetica 7 (Genéve:
Editions de Belles-Lettres, 1984), 155. )
) Y ! bl G pls e X
Ernest Alfred Wallis Budge, An Account of The Sarcophagus of Seti 1. King of Egypt, B.C. 1370 (London:
The Museum, 1908), 86.
ol KV, 8 o8 "l llall 5ye b Lind gl
PM 12, 508 (E); Piankoff, Le Livre des Portes 11, 55, 86, fig. 2; Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des
Jenseits 11, 155.
i) oY) goall b ek LS
Piankoff, Le Livre des Portes 11, 55; Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 11, 155.
Dokl KV, 15 )" S8 Bie b dgiall 138 jsem LS
PM 12, 533 (E); Piankoff, Le Livre des Portes 11, 55, 86, fig. 2; Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des
Jenseits 11, 155.
rga)) KV, 11 ) "Bl Gaaa ) el 5y b 2giall 138 35 LS
PM 12, 523 (Q); Piankoff, Le Livre des Portes 11, 55, 86, fig. 2; Piankoff, ASAE 55, 290, Fig. 5; Hornung,
Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 11, 155.
B KV, 9 )" Gasled) asesa ) cllal 5phe b sgdall 138 ks LS
PM 12, 512 [B-6]; Piankoff, Le Livre des Portes 11, 55, 86, Fig. 2; Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1,

173. fig. 42; Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 11, 155.
3 Erik Hornung, The Egyptian Book of Gates (Zurich: Living Human Heritage Publications, 2013), 194.
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“k.hir tpw m k3bw=sn m-ht, jwty jrty n hf3w pn, jwty fnd=f jwty msdrwy=fy, srk=f m hmhmt=f,
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! Magda Gad, “Knife and Knife-Wielders in the Books of Amduat and Gates (A Comparative Study),”
SHEDET 9 (2022): 110, n. 5.

2 Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1, 173-174.

3 Borghouts, JEA 59, 118; Borghouts, The Magical Texts of Papyrus Leiden I 348, 102, n. 190.

Y il (Graaal) die elray GLadll (il dgens daan ol ¢
> Hornung, The Egyptian Book of Gates, 194-195.

¢ Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210-211.
" Hornung, The Egyptian Book of Gates, 195-197.
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Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 11, 155.
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Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 599; Etienne Drioton, “La
Cryptographie de la chapelle de Toutdnkhamon,” JEA 35, (1949): 121; David Klotz and Andréas Stauder,

eds., Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I:_Revealing, Transforming, and Display in
Egyptian Hieroglyphs (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2020), 228, 234, 244.
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Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti I at Abydos 11, 1933, pl. XXXVI;
ey uimlA AA ‘(Y AN sifJJAS.u\g\) 0 .LU.L\Q\ L_..':A AL\L«.A\JJ PAWAI ‘4".1.;_\2// %)AAAJ/QL«AAJ/‘;’J slaxal/ QL!L’:'S//‘L?J‘,L: e

kil Tmn' Ageall el aa [A31C]\ﬁ Ll "Tmnty' AulS cui !
Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 209.
"l Osal G Brsag @i oyl & L ([D2]] = Adladb "Gudld) Gannsa)’ Gllall 8ya 37 jad) Cips (oS '

Piankoff, BIFAO 42, pl. LXII. ;) ([LAJEEe LOLILTT 33 4,
O

2okl it Aggaall dedl) Jia Al Gaall a5 LES 23 Allg ([D12] O Adlall a3 —
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 590; Drioton, JEA 35, 121; Klotz
and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 234.
read) 1 Aggeal) dadll Qs Sy P A A0k B Ly
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 617; Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic
Writing, 234.
[®) <
kil (& KAl g (50sY) el b Al Cupela Ly
Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti I at Abydos 11, 1933, pl. XXXVI; Piankoff, BIFAO 42, pl. LXII.
e

Piankoff, BIFAO 42, pl. LXII. eah A IS 132 @i2)s "l Osal (52 Brha b
il ¢S Ageall dall T8 oilall Jlass gy shri’ o
Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 206, 208, 222, 244; Darnell, The
Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 611.
seal Chr' sl Aedl) (W11] B el laxs Ly
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 615.

~ _ .
Piankoff, BIFAO 42, pl LXII. :‘)23\ enin 1 JSEN g ") (el L_;JL.:” Bykag L_s‘)::‘)_g\ﬂ C::‘).«al\ L;A EUN(IPRYY C.:)@Ja 2dg
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Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 595; Drioton, : k) jmyw" T11°
JEA 35, 118; Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 210.
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Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 592; Drioton, JEA 35, 118; Klotz
and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 210, 221, 234, 244, 253.
XYY Qo cdendl dipad flaad) 4 slarad) LIS ¢ i (5923
([D46] == igsall Le@l [D36] ot Adkal) axi Loty (03 Gas LS s Ageal) daill (lilat A Gaadlall of LS
Faulkner, 4 Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, 95. HEV-
read 'm' geall dadl s [G38] & Ll o) G di’ Aigeall Aed o &
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 599; Drioton, JEA 35, 121; Klotz
and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom 1,221,228, 234, 244.
ki) dw’ Agseall el Jawt lly ([N26] Zdlall (il ubS 55mS [N25] U ddlall 22 Lay
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 609.
W
%,
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion  : ki ('j3bty" 4alsl 45 g.all el ‘_.,.Lu.a =
Unity, 256-257.
) ¢ Aseal) dadll axs ([M2] W Ll Ly
Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 189; Darnell, Enigmatic
Netherworld Books, 605; Drioton, JEA 35, 121.

k) 3" Al Al laet 1G38] &

Yo



Lol Lipeaal) iipl pagaill & Dwdw-hr/tp <Dw-hr lail) cass (uigs saa

S
=
afl
=] 4
g
=

AL
| = -

toe i «CaggSl) S (o Gaaldll anailly (gslall Chall ighi Gaca Dwdw-hr/tp olasill (¢ JS&)

Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1, vol. 11, 25.

Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 598; Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic
Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 221.

saaly ¢ D Al ([N17] — Lall dsgeall el Jastiommme
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 608.

Pkl (A" Adgeall Ll [T14]UN Sl Janss ¢'dr’ Ageall Aol laxs & !
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 603; Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic
Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 221,
YV ATYNTY (Lol Dpadd) Hlasd) 6 sloral) LU ¢ Jgia gy
raal ' Adgeall daidl) Jaxs [L4]EE ) Loy
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 604; Klotz and Stauder, Enigmatic
Writing in the Egyptian New Kingdom I, 234, 244, 253; Drioton, JEA 35, 119.
5Ll Bygeall e "Bpp” ad e uaill Gl Aasna
k) (" Lgie JgY) Capall Asgeall dal) axs o (Kasg 'dwy’ RS A geall dal) Jas .S
Darnell, The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirion Unity, 218.
ol w3 LR e dadl) et 55 a0l of L
Faulkner, 4 Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, 52.
"Y' el Aaall Lt g W Adlall LS 23 [Z4A] |1 &Ml
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B ¢l Gpal G2 Bpke b U SN Tagy 25 L ¢ M UK Vagr 53058 eayall 3 "Dwdw-hr/tp Caail jela
Piankoff, BIFA0 42, pl. LXII.
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«[1] R dd=f (v) krr.t tn jw=j h=j dr=j hftyw=j, ntr.w jk [2]=sn Dwdw-hr/tp hnty dw3.t,
hnm.w=sn wj jw=j dj=j tp=j [3] m bw=j st3.w tj jw dj=j st=j jmnt, dr.w sw m-rk 3-tnn».
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Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses V1, fig. 20 [middle register]; Daniel A. Werning, “The Representation of
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2 Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti I at Abydos 1, 62.
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(Brussels: Fondation Egyptologique Reine Elisabeth, 1933), 90.

2 Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210; Piankoff, Portes 11, 55.

3 Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210; Piankoff, Portes 11, 55.

4 Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210; Piankoff, Portes 11, 55.

3 Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210; Piankoff, Portes 11, 55.

¢ Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits 1, 210; Piankoff, Portes 11, 55.

7 Faulkner, Papyrus Brmner-Rhind, 90.
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