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Echoes of Exile: The Poetics of Loss in Agha Shahid Ali

and Derek Walcott
Abstract:

Exile is one of the most profound conditions of modernity
and a recurring theme of postcolonial literature. It signals both
physical displacement from homeland and cultural estrangement
from tradition, while at the same time opening up creative
possibilities through hybridity and transnational identity. This
paper offers a comparative study of two poets whose works
epitomize the paradox of exile: Agha Shahid Ali, the Kashmiri-
American poet whose verse mourns Kashmir while embracing
the cosmopolitanism of the diaspora, and Derek Walcott, the
Saint Lucian Nobel laureate whose poetics grapple with the
colonial legacies of the Caribbean. Although separated by
geography, history, and literary traditions, both poets create
what can be described as a poetics of loss, articulating exile not
only as an experience of absence but also as a condition of
creativity. Through close textual readings of selected poems and
the application of postcolonial and cultural theories drawn from
Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, James Clifford, and Jahan
Ramazani, this research situates Ali and Walcott within a
broader discourse of displacement and cultural negotiation. The
study explores how both poets employ memory, formal
innovation, and linguistic hybridity to represent exile as both
trauma and possibility. It concludes that Ali and Walcott
transform the experience of exile into aesthetic strategies that
testify to history while imagining new forms of belonging,
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thereby offering insights into the universal condition of
displacement in the contemporary world.

Keywords: exile; the Poetics of Loss; literary traditions;
linguistic hybridity
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