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Abstract:

This study aims to explain and clarify the understanding of the
pious predecessors (Salaf al-Salih) regarding the forms of
generality (sighat al-‘umum) in the sacred texts. This topic is
significant due to its impact on the derivation of legal rulings and
the precise comprehension of the texts. The study was chosen for
several reasons, most importantly: the distinguished deep
knowledge and noble understanding of the Salaf, their recognition
that the forms of generality have a precise particularity which they
never denied, and the importance of these forms in language and
their connection to many branches of jurisprudence and principles.

The study relies on an inductive-analytical method, analyzing
texts from the Qur'an and the Sunnah and the understanding of the
Salaf regarding the context of generality forms. Each verse, hadith,
and scholarly opinion was meticulously documented, with practical
examples demonstrating the Salaf’s specific and consistent
conception of generality.

The study begins by affirming the existence of a particular form
of generality that was not denied except centuries later, citing the
statement of Imam Ibn Taymiyyah and indicating that the denial is
a recent unfounded innovation.

Next, it addresses the evidences that prove the existence of a
clear form of generality in the language of the Sharia, supported by
the understanding of the messengers regarding texts containing
general terms, as well as the consensus of the companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, on applying generality unless a
specific text mandates restriction.

The study includes numerous examples highlighting the Salaf’s
understanding of generality forms, such as the general words "all,"
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"every," "whole," the conditional names, relative pronouns, and the
indefinite nouns used in contexts of negation, prohibition,
interrogation, as well as the comprehensive definite article "al (J) "
in the language.

Furthermore, the study demonstrates that denying the forms of
generality results in the disruption of the understanding of the
sacred texts and invalidates the proofs derived from them,
underscoring the necessity of acknowledging these forms to
strengthen the stability of jurisprudence and its principles.

In conclusion, the study confirms the following points:

That generality has a distinct form specific to it, clearly defined
in language and Sharia.

That the pious predecessors unanimously agreed to apply the
general terms in their full scope unless a restriction text exists.

That the Salaf unanimously accepted the forms of generality
both linguistically and legally.

That the understanding of the specifically restricted general
text serves as evidence for the continuation of the rest of the
generality after the restriction
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