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The Reality of Tawhid and the Development of Morals
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Abstract:

This research addresses the concept of Tawhid according to
the Sunnis, its known divisions, its legitimacy and evidence
from the Qur'an, the Sunnah, and the sayings of the early
Muslims, and its relationship to the education and
development of the Muslim's moral character. It explains that
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Tawhid linguistically denotes exclusivity, whereas technically,
it refers to the singling out of God Almighty with His specific
acts of Lordship, divine rights, and names and attributes. The
research then demonstrates that the division of Tawhid into
three categories (Lordship, Divinity, Names and Attributes) is
an inductive division based on the texts of revelation. This
division is contrasted with another division into two
categories: Tawhid of knowledge and affirmation, and Tawhid
of intention and seeking, with no contradiction between the
two. The research reviewed dozens of pieces of evidence from
the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) that
support these categories and combine them in many places. It
also focused specifically on the oneness of divinity, as it is the
fundamental axis upon which the prophets' call was based and
the point of dispute. The polytheists acknowledged the
oneness of Lordship, but they associated partners in worship,
which  necessitates highlighting the importance of
distinguishing between the two types of monotheism. The
research demonstrated that the oneness of divinity is the basis
of the testimony of monotheism, and is required by "There is
no god but Allah." Sincere worship of Allah alone includes
fear, hope, supplication, vows, sacrifice, and other forms of
worship. Whoever devotes any of these to other than Allah has
committed major polytheism. The research also highlighted
the difference between the oneness of Lordship and divinity
from several aspects: language, meaning, related matters, the
reality of the polytheists, and the course of the prophetic call.
He explained that the righteous predecessors, including the
Companions, Followers, and Imams of Islam, recognized
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these meanings, even if they did not use the same terms. He
cited the statements of Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, al-
Tabari, and others, indicating this distinction. He also quoted
Ibn al-Qayyim, al-Shangeeti, and others, stating that
monotheism encompasses both scientific and practical aspects,
and that the entire Qur'an revolves around these meanings.
The study concluded that the division of monotheism is a
valid scientific division, based on the correct induction of the
texts of revelation. It cannot be objected to simply because its
wording is not found in the texts, as long as its meaning is
sound. The study also concluded that monotheism of Lordship
instills confidence, trust, and contentment in the soul,
monotheism of divinity produces sincerity, self-accountability,
and good treatment; and monotheism of names and attributes
connects high morals to the majesty and perfection of God.
The Qur'anic texts confirm this close connection, making the
corruption of belief a direct cause of the corruption of
character, as in Surat Al-Ma'un. They also command the
adoption of forgiveness and kindness as a result of knowing
God's attributes, as in Surat Al-A'raf. They also link moral
purification to the prophetic mission and the recitation of the
verses, as in Surat Al-Jumu‘ah.
Keywords: Islam, Divinity, Monotheism, Ethics, Sunnis.
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