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Research Summary:

Providing a servant for the wife is among the key financial
rights established by Islamic law. This need may arise out of
necessity-such as the wife being accustomed to service in her
family home-or as a form of comfort if the husband volunteers
it.

The husband is obligated to provide a servant if he is
financially capable and the wife is used to being served. He may
also be required to ensure her comfort and companionship,
especially if she fears loneliness in his absence.

This right applies to both Muslim and non-Muslim (People of
the Book) wives, as long as the marriage remains valid, even
during the waiting period after a revocable divorce or during
pregnancy.

Appointing the servant is primarily the husband's right,
though it is recommended to make the decision jointly for

harmony. It is preferred that servants in Muslim homes be
Muslim, and discouraged for Muslim women to work in non-
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Muslim households.

Multiple servants may be allowed if needed, especially for
wives of high status. If the husband fails to meet this obligation, the
wife may seek a court ruling, potentially resulting in separation due
to his financial inability or refusal.

The judge may enforce the ruling< even by imprisonment.
Such a separation is considered a revocable divorce, and the
husband may take his wife back if he becomes financially able
or agrees to fulfill the duty. The cost of a servant may also be
guaranteed by others like any financial obligation.

Keywords: servant, maintenance, domestic workers, marital
home, financial rights.
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