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Abstract:

Travel literature is considered one of the most important
sources that reflect the image of societies as seen by travelers. It
contains observations and subjective impressions that reveal their
awareness, culture, and methods of representing the "Other." In
this context, the journey of al-"Abdari stands out. It represents a
model of a Moroccan traveler who visited Egypt during the
Mamluk era, documenting the conditions, customs, and traditions
of its people. However, his judgments were tainted by prejudice
and exaggerated generalization, leading him to depict the
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Egyptians in a manner far from fair, influenced by his own cultural
and environmental background.

This research critically analyzes al-'Abdari’s accounts of the
Egyptians by comparing them with the narratives of travelers
preceding, contemporary with, and following him. The goal is to
evaluate the image he portrayed and to elucidate its intellectual and
social dimensions.

The study concludes that al-"Abdari’s record does not reflect
the reality of Egyptian society as much as it reflects his personal
vision and his way of portraying what he saw. It affirms that
Egypt—during the Mamluk era —was a flourishing civilizational
center and a vibrant society rich in life, knowledge, and cultural
diversity, the true nature of which can only be grasped through an
impartial perspective that transcends individual impression and
preconceived bias .

Keywords: Abdari’s Journey, Egyptians, Mamluk Era, Mental
Image.
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