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a Abstract:

This article provides a critical assessment of the effectiveness of asset declaration mechanisms for public officials in
the Democratic Republic of Congo. Despite a strengthened legal framework, especially with the adoption of Decree No.
25/15 of April 9, 2025, the system still fails to deliver on its key objectives of corruption prevention and public ethics
enforcement. The study follows a multidisciplinary methodology integrating exegetical, teleological, and systemic analyses
of legal texts, a casuistic examination of implemented cases, comparative perspectives, and empirical investigation of
institutional practices.

Findings reveal that the Congolese system’s shortcomings stem less from legal gaps than from persistent systemic
factors: weak enforcement, fragmented institutions, ineffective sanctions, and entrenched sociopolitical constraints.
Widespread opacity, politicized justice, clientelism, and low accountability culture undermine the implementation of
the asset declaration regime.

The article proposes a typology of declarants, critically evaluates verification mechanisms, and contextualizes recent
innovations, such as the inclusion of digital assets, the lifting of professional secrecy, and the establishment of a
centralized e-platform. Drawing from international standards, it recommends comprehensive reform: a uniform organic
law, centralized and interoperable mechanisms, ethical training for public officials, inter-institutional partnerships, and
incentive-based strategies.

It concludes that asset declaration in the DRC should be re-envisioned not merely as a compliance tool, but as a
cornerstone of democratic governance—anchored in legal robustness, institutional efficiency, and cultural transformation.
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