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The Art of Improvisation in Directing Children's
Theater Performances
An Analytical Study of Selected Models from Late
Childhood.

Asst. Prof. Dr. Gehan Farouk Fahmy
Assistant Professor, Department of Acting and Directing, Higher
Institute of Theatrical Arts, Academy of Arts.

Summary:

The aim of the research is to study the art of improvisation
to discover the extent of the development of its methods and
their importance in theatrical experiments and performances
presented to children "late childhood stage" whose ages range
from 9 to 12 years, and to highlight the importance of
theatrical improvisation in giving the child space to discover
his talent and capabilities through practicing the experience
and experimentation, as it contributes to giving the child an
opportunity for the receiving child to participate and interact
positively with the actor and the puppet and express his point
of view, and launch spontaneous questions in a spur-of-the-
moment manner, which contributes to the child's cohesion and
integration with others, to affirm his self and develop his
perceptions, and to achieve the objective of the research, the
study relied on the descriptive analytical approach, as the
study is based on describing the methods of improvisation and
the extent of their development and importance in developing
the artistic and creative abilities of the child, and it sought The
researcher in this study analyzed models of directorial visions
for local and international shows aimed at children, as an
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attempt to discover new skills and capabilities for the actor
and puppet to perform the art of improvisation and its
importance for children in the "late childhood stage", The
researcher also used the experimental method and the
observation method by applying two experiments on children
in the "late childhood stage", The first experiment: A random
sample of (5) children was selected, The second experiment:
A random sample of (3) children was selected, Postgraduate
diploma students at the Higher Institute of Child Arts-
Department of Directing and Multimedia- Specialization in
Children's Theater Directing- First Group- Season 2021
participated in the two experiments, The two experiments
reflect the extent to which improvisation methods are
employed by the actor and the importance of this in
developing and advancing children's performance and
cognitive abilities, Among the most important results reached
by the researcher were the following: Improvisation methods
play an important role in children in the "late childhood stage™
by stimulating their minds, imagination and innovation, which
contributes to developing their mental faculties and artistic
skills, Theatrical performances "the research sample™ based on
the art of improvisation increases the child’s ability to
cognitively and artistically perceive, and the improvisational
shows depended on presenting new patterns of the art of
improvisation, as an attempt to educate entertain and amaze
children, The directors also contributed to achieving the
elements of participation and interaction between theatrical
performance techniques and children in an effective and
positive way.
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